
 
 Minutes of the Wakes Colne Parish Council Meeting held on 

Wednesday 7th May 2025 at 7.15pm 
In the Main Hall at Chappel & Wakes Colne Village Hall 

 
In the Chair: Cllr. William Sunnucks 
Present: Cllr. Peter Chillingworth, Cllr. Barry Walsh, Cllr. Denise Stocker 
Parish Clerk: N Nandi 
Meeting commenced: 7.15pm 
 
  
091/2025 – Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Councillors T. Rowe and D.Laws who were unable 
to attend. 

092/2025 – Ratification of Appointment of Parish Clerk/RFO 
The appointment of Mrs. Nandita Nandi as the new Wakes Colne Parish 
Clerk/RFO was proposed by Cllr. Peter Chillingworth seconded by Cllr. Denise 
Stocker and unanimously approved by the Council. Congratulations were 
extended to Ms. Nandi. 

093/2025 – Declaration of Members’ Interests 
Councillor Denise Stocker declared an interest due to her role as Chair of the 
Village Hall Committee. It was confirmed that declarations are only necessary 
when agenda items directly relate to the individual’s other role. 

094/2025 – Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes 
The minutes of the Wakes Colne Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd April 2025 
were reviewed. The Council approved the minutes, and the Vice Chairman, Cllr. 
Peter Chillingworth, signed them accordingly.  

095/2025 – Public Participation Session 
One member of the public was present in the meeting and asked if there were any 
VE Day celebrations being planned. He noted that Chapel Parish Council and 
Wakes Colne Parish Council intended to jointly host a beacon lighting, but had to 
cancel due to risk assessment requirements. 

 Discussion followed about how safety regulations have increased over time, 
making such events more difficult to arrange. 

 It was acknowledged that neighbouring villages and Colchester would be 
hosting separate events. 

 The Council agreed that better event planning and an advance calendar 
would help avoid similar issues in the future. 

 The member of public also thanked the Parish Council for keeping him up to 
date regarding the new SID in Station Road. 

096/2025 – ECC Councillor L. Barber Report 
ECC Councillor Lewis Barber was unavailable due to commitments at the 
Colchester Draft Local Plan meeting. 

097/2025 – Ward Councillors Report 
Councillor W. Sunnucks provided an update on the Local Plan, housing, and 
council finances. 

 Local Plan: Consultation decision expected that evening. 
 Committee changes: Committees would be refreshed and re-appointed 

later in the month. 
 Local Government Reform: No new developments reported. 

098/2025 – Wakes Colne Bus Stop Planters 



 
Councillor B. Walsh confirmed Water butts were full and the newly planted flowers 
were settling well. Additional planting was planned, with input welcomed. 

099/2025 – A1124 Clearance 
 Work was acknowledged as incomplete and some sections needed 

redoing. 
 The contractor agreed the work had not been completed properly but had 

yet to confirm a date to return. 
 Payment (£3,500) remained unpaid until outstanding work was finished. 
 Concerns were raised that the contractor might stop trimming certain areas 

due to private land ownership. 
 Action: The Council will follow up to ensure completion. 

100/2025 – Local Plan Update 
A public information document was circulated via email and social media to clarify 
the timeline. The decision for consultation was expected that evening, and results 
would be communicated.  
Future discussions for the council: a) arranging a public meeting with a planning 
officer to inform residents. b) consider forming a focus group to refine local 
concerns before the public consultation. 
 
101/2025 – Joint VE Day Celebrations 
Representatives from CPC & WCPC felt that the beacon lighting event should be 
cancelled due to required risk assessments (water provision, first aid, etc.). 

 Nearby villages and Colchester had events planned. 
 Discussion took place on ensuring better advance event planning in future. 

102/2025 – Bus Shelter Repairs (Near Shop) 
Quotes for window repair were provided, discussed and approved. Quote for 
painting and decorating will be considered at a later date. 

103/2025 – Bus Shelters at Wakes Hall Park 
Provision of two bus shelters at Wakes Hall Park apparently do not qualify under 
the Colchester scheme. A separate application has been made to Highways by 
Cllr. L. Barber. 

 Action: Follow up with ECC Councillor Lewis Barber to determine the 
status of the application.  

 THIS ITEM NOW BEEN ADDED TO BE TO THE ‘HIGHWAYS’ ACTIVITY 
SPREADSHEET AND SHOULD NOW BE REMOVED AS AN AGENDA 
ITEM 

104/2025 – CPC and WCPC Joint Parish Assembly (30th April 2025) 
The Council reviewed the Joint Parish Assembly and discussed its outcomes. All 
agreed it was a very successful meeting and appreciated that so many residents 
attended. 

105/2025 – Highway Issues in Wakes Colne 
 Highways spreadsheet reviewed. 
 It was reported that Station Road surface dressing had been completed and 

road markings i.e. dragons’ teeth, white lines and speed control signage, 
was still to be completed. 

106/2025 – WCPC Website Migration Update 
 Council currently has two websites: E-Voice and.gov.uk. 
 Goal: Shut down E-Voice once migration to.gov.uk is complete. 
 Action: Clerk to gain access to gov.uk website and finalize migration. 

107/2025 – Councillor Training Update 



 
 Training updates for councillors were reviewed. 
 

108/2025 – Planning – Current Applications Requiring a Response 
The following planning applications were reviewed: 

1. 250602 - Ivy Green Farm, Middle Green, Wakes Colne, CO6 2BJ 
o Documents: Available at Colchester Council Planning Portal. 
o Resolved: The Parish Council has no objection to this application. 

2. 250547 - 1 Wakes Hall Park, Colchester Road, Wakes Colne CO6 2FH 
o Documents: Available at Colchester Council Planning Portal. 
o Resolved: The Parish Council has no objection to this application. 

3. 250703 - 1 Wakes Hall Park, Colchester Road, Wakes Colne CO6 2FH 
o Documents: Available at Colchester Council Planning Portal. 
o Resolved: The Parish Council has no objection to this application. 

109/2025 – Planning Decisions Made by CCC Affecting Wakes Colne 
 250292 - Holly Cottage, Boarded Barn Road, Wakes Colne CO6 2AU 
 Proposal: Outbuilding construction. 
 Decision: Approved conditionally. 

110/2025 – 2024/2025 Annual Return 
Council reviewed the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 
2024/2025, completing the following actions: 

1. Received the signed Internal Audit Report. 
2. Signed the Certificate of Exemption – AGAR 2024/2025 Part 2. 
3. Reviewed and signed Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 

2024/2025. 
4. Reviewed and signed Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2024/2025. 

111/2025 – Finance 
 Bank balances as of 30th April 2025 – awaiting confirmation due to pending 

access. 
 Budget comparison – deferred until bank access is obtained. 
 Payments Approved for May 2025: 
 Solar Gen invoice authorized. 
 AJ Lighting invoice verification pending. 
 Clerk to gain bank access to confirm fund availability. 
 Extraordinary meeting to be scheduled if additional payments require urgent 

approval before June. 

 It was agreed that the Clerk will set up a government PAYE account. In the 
meantime, the Council will estimate monthly payments to the Clerk. Once 
the account is functional, payments will then be reconciled against actuals, 
reflecting Tax, PAYE & pension contributions and adjustments made 
accordingly. 

112/2025 – Reports from Outside Bodies & Parish Working Groups 
 Millennium Green Trust update received. 
 SID A1124 camera update— new two-way monitoring software has been 

installed and is being tested. Traffic Technology will be providing an 
additional battery, FOC, to improve reliability during the less sunny months. 

 The Council were informed of the resignation of the footpath volunteer. 
Action: Cllr Peter Chillingworth to ask for any remaining walk booklets to be 
returned. 

 Section 106—Cllr. Sunnucks has handed responsibility of S106 monitoring 
to Cllr. Stocker and an update will be presented at next meeting. 



 
 Receipt of Cllr. Barber’s ECC locality funding of £2,000 for Station Road 

SID. Action: check if received once bank access becomes available. 

113/2025 – Correspondence Received 
 Council reviewed correspondence relating to funding grants, training 

updates, and local government consultations. 

114/2025 – Items for Next Agenda 
Grants to be a regular agenda item. 
 Highways spreadsheet & updates. 
 Website migration progress. 

  

115/2025 – Confirmation of Next Meeting 
 Next Meeting: Wednesday, 4th June 2025 at 7:15 PM. 

116/2025 – Councillors to Agree 2025 Meeting Dates 
 Scheduled meetings for 2025: 
 02.07.25 
 03.09.25 
 01.10.25 
 05.11.25 
 03.12.25 

117/2025 – meeting closed at 20.50 hrs 
 
 
Signed: 
Cllr. Willian Sunnucks, Chairman 

 
Date: ………………………………… 

 


