Appendix i

Minutes of Wakes Colne Parish Council Full Council Meeting held on
Wednesday 8t October 2025 in the Main Hall at Chappel & Wakes Colne Village Hall

Present: CliIr Peter Chilingworth (Chairperson)
Clir Denise Stocker
ClIr Barry Walsh
Jim Morris, acting Parish Clerk
Two members of the public

199/2025 - Chairman’s Welcome
ClIr Peter Chilingworth welcomed all attendees and formally opened the meeting.

200/2025 - Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence had been received from Clir Tom Rowe, ClIr Darius Laws, and ECC
Constable Division Clir Lewis Barber. Clir William Sunnucks hoped to attend after a pre-existing
commitment at Colchester City Council.

201/2025 - Disclosure of Interests
ClIr Denise Stocker declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Village Hall. Clir Stocker was a trustee
of the Hall.

202/2025 - Public Participation

A member of the public spoke about the proposed Villages in Bloom project. An account was
being opened with Barclays, and ClIr Stocker was thanked for helping with the organisation’s
Constitution. Insurance was being sought from the Royal Horticultural Society, which might also
provide grant funding. Local companies and organisations were being approached for possible
further grants and/or sponsorship.

Response: Members noted that a grant application form was available from the parish council.
The council could consider helping to fund the scheme in its budget calculations for 2026-27. The
Chairperson thanked and congratulated the local resident for their work.

203/2025 - Minutes of Previous Meeting

Minutes of the meeting held 3@ September 2025 were received and approved by the council
and signed as a tfrue and correct record by the Chairperson.

Matters arising from the Minutes of the previous meeting were discussed. A plan showing land
ownership was required to progress footpath maintenance. A discussion was held on support for
a Footpath Volunteer Group. Other items had either been actioned or were due to be
considered at the meeting.

ACTION: Risk Assessment for Footpath Volunteer Group to be prepared.

204/2025 - ECC Clir. L. Barber Report
ClIr. Barber had sent apologies for absence.

205/2025 - Highways Issues
Members noted the list of current and ongoing highways issues. Two items were prioritised:



i. The large pothole on The Street, Wakes Colne side of the bridge, had been temporarily filled,
but was rapidly deteriorating. Clir Barber had informed the council that it was scheduled to be
permanently fixed on 21s' November.

ii. A scheme to install a two new bus shelters on the A1124 adjacent to Wakes Hall Park had been
approved but funds had not been allocated. Clir Barber had been working to secure the
funding.

206/2025 - Speed Indicator Devices

The Speed Indicator Devices had been turned to face in the opposite directions. Data would be
gathered for a few weeks before turning the devices back. Clir Stocker had prepared a Risk
Assessment, and would seek prices for Wakes Colne Parish Council branded hi-vis jackets.
RESOLVED: That the Risk Assessment be adopted.

ACTION: Clir Stocker to seek prices for hi-vis.

207/2025 - Website

A parishioner had been helping to migrate the council’s website to its gov.uk domain, in licison
with Cllr Walsh. The previous website and email address would need to be deleted. A review of
Policies published on the new site would be undertaken at a future date.

ACTION: Review published Policies.

208/2025 - S106

Section 106 contributions of £5,000 had been earmarked for the Cricket Club. ClIr Stocker had
contacted the Cricket Club Chairman regarding permitted capital expenditure. The Cricket Club
Chairman had been asked to prepare and send a list of items they wished to purchase.

ACTION: Clir Stocker to seek validation from CCC once details have been received.

209/2025 - New Planning Applications

251459 — Loveneys Farm, Middle Green. Members noted the Application was for the Discharge of
Conditions.

Response: No comment.

251746 — Burnt House, Jankes Green. Members noted that the property was in Mount Bures, but
that the conservatory was on land in Wakes Colne. An extension to the property had been
allowed under Permitted Development, but the further Application had been entered to amend
the original plans, including the part-demolishment of the old building and minor alterations.
Response: Wakes Colne Parish Council reserves judgement on Planning Application ref 251746
until it has had sight of the proposed alterations to fenestration.

210/2025 - Planning Decisions Made by CCC Affecting Wakes Colne
251759 — Georgeons. It was noted that Application ref 251759 had been approved with three
conditions attached.

211/2025 - Finance

i. VAT — members received and considered an update on reclaiming VAT payments. Clir Stocker
had been assessing payments made during financial year 2024-25 and would enter a reclaim for
2024-25 and up to Q2 of 2025-26.

i. Members received and considered the Bank balances as of 30t September 2025. The second

precept instalment had been received, and balances totalled £18,077.14.



ii. A comparison of Budget vs actual spend at 2025-26 Q2 would be presented at a future

meeting.

iv. Members received and considered payments for approval for September 2025:
Colchester City Council £70.00

GreenBarnes £1,011.74

T&LC £384.00

Clerk's Salary e

HMRC £64.54

Clerk’s Expenses £43.20

Total: £2,420.76

It was resolved: that the invoices presented for payment be approved.

v. Members considered transferring funds from the current account to the instant-access savings
account.

It was resolved: that £5,000 be transferred to the instant-access savings account.

vi. Members considered updating the online banking access & signatories. Clir Stocker had
made arrangements for recent changes in personnel to be reflected in the access to the
council's banking system.

vii. Members considered the appointment of an Internal Auditor.

It was resolved: that Jan Stobart be appointed Internal Auditor for financial year 2025-26.

212/2025 - Date for 2026 Joint Parish Assembly
Members considered dates in 2026 to propose to Chappel Parish Council for the joint Annuall
Parish Assembly. The dates would be discussed with Chappel and resolved at a future meeting.

213/2025 - Joint Parish Councils Meeting with White Colne, Chappel, Wakes Colne, & Earls Colne
Members reviewed the meeting held on 30t September 2025 at White Colne Village Hall (notes
provided by the clerk of the meeting at Endnotel). It was hoped that further joint meetings would
be scheduled on a regular basis.

214/2025 - To Receive Reports from outside bodies, training courses, representatives on village
committees & Parish Council working groups

The Millenium Trust had confirmed that any volunteers working under the auspices of Wakes
Colne Parish Council were already covered by the Trust's insurance.

A Footpath Group had formerly checked that all Public Rights of Way in the parish were in a
reasonable condition and free of obstruction. Clir Chillingworth would contact the former leader
of the volunteer group with a view to establishing regular checks.

A local resident had cleared Whistle Walk of litter and detritus. It was noted that nominations for
the annual Village Awards were due o be invited.

It was resolved: that the local resident be offered the thanks of the parish council.

At somewhat short notice, ClIir Stocker had been notified of an opportunity to bid for a share of
the Colchester Asset Fund. An application on behalf of the Village Hall had been entered for
solar panels, a new remote thermostat, disabled car parking spaces, and a new path from the
car park.

CliIr William Sunnucks joined the meeting.



215/2025 - Correspondence Received

ClIr Stocker had been passed the laptop by the former clerk shortly ahead of the meeting. Any
important communication would be forwarded to members and noted at a future meeting if
necessary.

216/2025 - Items for Next Agenda
Monthly open morning with Coffee; 2025-26 Budget vs Actual; Date of joint Annual Parish
Assembly; Footpath Group; and Colchester City Council Local Plan Review were suggested.

217/2025 - Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting was scheduled for Wednesday 5" November 2025 at 7:15 pm.

218/2025 - Motion

The Chairperson proposed a resolution, in accordance with Wakes Colne Parish Council Standing
Order 3d, that the remaining Agenda items be closed to the public due to confidential nature of
information being discussed.

It was resolved: that the remaining Agenda items be closed to the public.

219/2025 - Resignation of Clerk

Nandita Nandi's final day of employment would be the 215t October 2025. The council’s payroll
provider would work out monies owed including any backdated pay increases as notified via the
National Association of Local Councils.

The council’s laptop had been handed to Clir Stocker, who would act as temporary clerk while a
replacement was sought. Jim Morris, Clerk to White Colne Parish Council, had agreed to act as
consultant Clerk, offering help and support to Clir Stocker, Wakes Colne Parish Council, and the
council's new clerk, once appointed, as required.

It was resolved: that Clir Stocker be thanked for taking on the role of temporary clerk whilst a new
member of staff was appointed.

220/2025 - Closure of the Meeting
The meeting closed at 2100hrs.

Signed:.. ..o, DAt i,

"Notes of the Four Parishes Meeting held at White Colne Village Hall on Tuesday 30" September 2025
at 19:30hrs

Present: Clir Paul Batchford (White Colne Parish Council), Clir Peter Chillingworth (Wakes Colne Parish
Council), Clir Bob Cook (Earls Colne Parish Council), Clir Patrick Dent (Chappel Parish Council), Sarah Gaeta
(Clerk to Earls Colne Parish Council), Clir Nigel Lippiatt (Chappel Parish Council), Jim Morris (Clerk to White
Colne Parish Council), Clir William Sunnucks (Wakes Colne Parish Council), Clir Denise Stocker (Wakes
Colne Parish Council), Clir Jane Taylor (Chairperson, White Colne Parish Council), Clir Barry Walsh (Wakes
Colne Parish Council)

001 WELCOME & APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Everyone present introduced themselves.

No apologies for absence had been received.



002 HIGHWAYS
A discussion was held over potential joint-working during BRAKE’s Road Safety Week, due to take place
between 16.11.2025 — 22.11.2025. All villages face persistent speeding on the A1124. There was interest in a
co-ordinated campaign for Road Safety Week (16 Nov) and in wider adoption of the 20’s Plenty initiative (bin-
stickers, banners, publicity). Further discussion of community speed watch (CSW):
e Current schemes in Chappel / Wakes Colne rely on a small volunteer pool and onerous paperwork.
e Suggestion to share training and volunteers across villages and possibly form a “Colne Valley” group.
e Agreed to use Road Safety Week to potentially recruit new volunteers.
e Site-specific rules and reporting make formal integration difficult, but collaboration is feasible.
There was general agreement to coordinate messaging, volunteer recruitment and data-gathering (accident
and safety records) to strengthen cases for traffic-calming.
003 LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION
The imminent devolution and mayoral authority for Essex would result in the likely creation of three unitary
authorities beneath the mayor. A government survey (via NALC') asks parish councils about collaboration and
neighbourhood committees. Attendees expressed strong feelings that parish councils should lead local
representation, not be bypassed by new committees, and agreed to emphasise in responses that parish
councils are democratically elected, locally rooted and capable of collaboration.
004 PLANNING
Both Braintree and Colchester local plans had been delayed; public consultations expected late 2025—early
2026. Concern over large cumulative housing developments (e.g. Wakes Colne, Ash Green, Halstead) without
matching investment in roads, schools, health care and drainage. The A1124 corridor identified as a priority for
joint lobbying, especially at the planning inspection stage.
Attendees agreed to:
o Share research and historical traffic data to challenge weak modelling in the plans.
o Prepare a joint, evidence-based submission to inspectors, stressing road safety and
congestion impacts.
o Meet again (likely late Nov) early in the consultation period.
005 CLIMATE
White Colne had installed solar panels on the roof of the Village Hall, leading to the Hall now being carbon-
neutral with solar panels, batteries and a heat pump. The stalled Cone Valley Community Energy Project now
expects renewed funding; may offer free solar panels (initially without batteries) for community buildings and
private homes. Other councils were exploring potentially using batteries or taking hybrid approaches for cost
and carbon savings. It was agreed to keep in touch and share practical experience.
006 COMMUNITY
White Colne runs a winter hub with a social supermarket, funded by the National Lottery, plus a volunteer-run
community café. Earls Colne and others interested in similar hubs; discussed co-ordinating days, sharing
volunteers and experience, and avoiding competition with local shops. Attendees recognised hubs as
important for social inclusion and wellbeing, as well as practical help.
007 AOB
e Form a small liaison group or WhatsApp network for Road Safety Week and CSW recruitment.
e All councils to respond to the government devolution survey, highlighting parish councils’ readiness to
act as neighbourhood bodies.
e Arrange a joint meeting (possibly end Nov) to prepare for planning consultations and A1124 evidence
submission.
e Keep each other updated on community energy opportunities and hub days/dates.
008 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
It was agreed that the meeting had been useful and that the four parishes would resolve a date for a future
meeting in due course. The meeting closed at 20:30hrs.



Appendix ii
Matters & Actions Arising

159/2025 - Pathway Maintenance
Action: ClIr. Walsh to assemble land-ownership documents and convene stakeholder meeting
and explore ongoing maintenance option.

181/2025 - Grants & $106 Contributions

ACTION: ClIr Stocker to arrange purchase of noticeboard.

ACTION: ClIr Stocker to contact Chairman of Cricket Club to arrange meeting.

ACTION: ClIr Stocker to obtain quotations for a defibrillator to potentially be installed at Wakes
Hall Park.

183/2025 - A1124 Clearance
ACTION: ClIr. Walsh to licise with contractors and define scope.

203/2025 - Minutes of Previous Meeting
ACTION: Risk Assessment for Footpath Volunteer Group to be prepared.

206/2025 - Speed Indicator Devices
ACTION: ClIr Stocker to find prices for hi-vis.

207/2025 - Website
ACTION: Review published Policies.

208/2025 - S106
ACTION: ClIr. Stocker to seek validation from CCC once details have been received.

211/2025 - Finance

ACTION: ClIr Stocker to enter VAT reclaim.

ACTION: Approved payments and internal bank transfer to be made.
ACTION: Jan Stobart to be appointed as Internal Auditor.

212/2025 - Date foe 2026 Joint Parish Assembly
ACTION: Liaise with Chappel Parish Council.

214/2025 - To Receive Reports from outside bodies, training courses, representatives on village
committees & Parish Council working groups
ACTION: ClIr Chillingworth to contact the Footpath Group.





