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Wakes Colne Parish Council

YOUR PARISH COUNCIL WORKING FOR YOUR PARISH

Dear Councillors,

You are hereby requested to attend the forthcoming meeting of Wakes Colne Parish
Council at the Village Hall on WEDNESDAY 3 December at 7.15pm purpose of transacting
the following business.

Signed: JIM MORRIS

Dated: 27th November 2025

FULL COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA

235/2025 Chairman’s Welcome
236/2025 Apologies for Absence
237/2025 To receive and consider applications for new council member

238/2025 Disclosure of Interests
Members to declare any disclosable interest relating to items on the agenda.

239/2025 Public Participation
Up to 15mins shall be allowed for public questions & comments.

240/2025 Minutes
1. To Approve Minutes of the Meeting held 5" November 2025 (Appendix i).
2.To Review actions and matters arising from previous minutes (Appendix ii).

241/2025 Representatives’ Reports
CCC Rural North Ward CliIr. William Sunnucks.
ECC Constable Division Clir. L. Barber.

242/2025 Highways Issues
1. Wakes Hall Bus Shelters: update
Fluorescent Branded jackets: to consider quotes received
Bus Shelter close to Village Hall on A1124: to resolve solar light repair / replacement
Street Lightings: for information, Street Lamp in Station Road reported
Tree Ownership: A1124 from shop to Viaduct
Villages in Bloom — License applications for:
a) area known as ‘war memorial’ on A1124/The Street/Station Road junction
b) triangle on junction of A1124 and Lane Road
c) Land outside Village Hall/A1124
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d) The grass verge from the bus shelter towards the village hall on the A1124

243/2025 Section 106
To receive, consider and approve allocation of available S106 Contributions.

244/2025 Planning

To receive and consider any items regarding Planning affecting Wakes Colne. Any items
received between the date of the agenda and the date of the meeting may also be
considered.

1. Planning Applications:

Ref: 252401

Location: Land east of, Chappel Hill, Chappel Colchester

Proposal: Outline application for up to (and including) 35 dwellings (with the ability to deliver
the 30% affordable housing requirement as affordable private rent) with vehicular access off
Chappel Hill and cycle/pedestrian links with Swan Grove.

Planning Appeals: none received

Planning Decisions: none received

Colchester City Council Local Plan Review Consultation: Drop-in event agreed for 6™
December 2025 (Appendix iii). Update on progress of event planning.

5. Housing Needs Survey — Latest Version and Update

Braintree District Council Local Plan Review —

e BDC is looking for an additional land to accommodate 1,100 dwellings

e Local Plan Consultation is likely to commence February 2026
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245/2025 Finance
1. VATI126: update on reclaiming VAT payments.
To receive the Bank balances as of 30" November 2025.
To receive the comparison of Actual vs Budget to end November 2025.
To approve payments for November 2025 as presented.
Unity Trust Bank access & signatory: update on acting clerk’s authority levels
To resolve to set up Direct Debit arrangement for A & J lighting
Notification of Village Hall hire increase — to discuss and approve
To consider grant applications
To consider items for inclusion for 2026-27 budget.
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246/2025 Communication & Liaison

1. Website: Councillor input is requested for further additions/updates to the site.

2. Wakes Colne Parish Council Award Scheme 2025 — to review nominations
received to date

3. Correspondence Received: To be tabled at meeting.

4. Toreceive & consider Reports from outside bodies, tfraining courses, representatives
on vilage committees & Parish Council working groups.

5. EALC Training — bursary claim and future requirements

6. Monthly open morning with Coffee

247/2025 Iltems for Consideration on a Future Agenda
248/2025 Next meeting date: 8" January 2026 at 7:15 pm

Closure of the Meeting


https://www.colchester.gov.uk/wampd/?id=252401

Minutes of Wakes Colne Parish Council Full Council Meeting held on
Wednesday 5t November 2025 in the Main Hall at Chappel & Wakes Colne Village Hall

Present: CliIr Peter Chilingworth (Chairperson)
CllIr Denise Stocker
CliIr William Sunnucks
Clir Barry Walsh
Jim Moirris, acting Parish Clerk
Two members of the public

221/25 Chairman’s Welcome
CliIr Peter Chilingworth welcomed all attendees and formally opened the meeting.

222/25 Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence had been received from Clir Darius Laws, Clir Tom Rowe, and ECC
Constable Division Clir Lewis Barber.

223/25 Disclosure of Interests
ClIr Denise Stocker declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Village Hall. Clir Stocker was a trustee
of the Hall.

224/25 Public Participation

A member of the Wakes Colne Station Adopter group updated the council with information on
recent and future projects. The group had applied for funding from both the Essex & South
Suffolk, and the National Community Rail Partnership, totalling £10,000. Essex County Council had
pledged a further £1,000 towards the group’s projects to create a new bicycle shelter with a
living roof, a stag beetle pyramid, an underground hibernaculum, and other measures to
increase biodiversity and collect rainwater.

Wakes Colne Station Adopters had attended an awards evening at the Grosvenor Hotel, at
which the group had been highly commended. The Greater Anglia network had been praised
as the best in the country for successful station adopting, and it was likely that volunteers from
Wakes Colne would be asked to assist in rolling out the scheme nationally.

Response: Members thanked the parishioner for the update. Clir Sunnucks suggested that further
funding may become available via his City Council member’s allowance.

225/25 Minutes of Previous Meeting

i. Minutes of the meeting held 8th October 2025 were received and approved by the council
and signed as a tfrue and correct record by the Chairperson.

ii. Matters arising from the Minutes of the previous meeting (attached to record Minutes):
159/2025 — ClIir Walsh had got as far as possible with assembling land-ownership documents;
181/2025 — ClIr Stocker had arranged the purchase of a new noticeboard, to be located
outside the Post Office; 183/2025 — Clir. Walsh had facilitated clearing the footways; 207/2025
— Policies published on the council’s website were being reviewed; 214/2025 - CllIr
Chillingworth had been in contact with the Footpath Group. A new Group Leader had
offered to undertake a full annual assessment and provide a report to the council. ClIr
Chilingworth would liaise over a handover of documents. Other items were either due to be
considered at the meeting or would be progressed a future date.

226/25 Representatives’ Reports
Colchester City Council Rural North Ward: ClIir Sunnucks offered a report to the meeting. Local
Authorities were wating to hear which proposal for Local Government Reorganisation was



preferred. Mayoral elections would be held in May 2026, but it was unclear whether District and
County Council elections would be held.

The Local Plan Review was due to be considered by Committee at Colchester City Council on
Monday 10th November. ClIr Sunnucks noted that the reviewed Plan was flawed, lacked clarity,
and needed £800m investment in order to deliver infrastructure upgrades. Members were being
offered a choice between adopting a bad Plan or having no Plan whatsoever. The parish
council would need to collate the views of the parish and enter a robust response.

Essex County Council Constable Division: Clir Barber had sent apologies for absence.

227/25 Highways Issues

i. Wakes Hall Bus Shelters: correspondence from Clir Barber had indicated a potential new
source of funding, although yet to be confirmed.

i. Speed Indicator Devices: members received and considered warranty and maintenance
options and costings. The company had already provided WCPC with a free spare battery
and its representatives had assured the council that the devices were unlikely to need further
maintenance.

It was RESOLVED: to remain on callout fees, should the need arise, rather than enter into a
maintenance contract.

ii. Fluorescent Branded jackets: Clir Stocker had received a reasonable quote, but would seek
further in order to ensure the council was getting best value for money.

iv. Road Safety Week: Joint venture with neighbouring parishes. Plans to take part in BRAKE's
event had not progressed due to the limited time between the Four Parishes meeting and the
scheduled week. It was noted that traffic volume data would be helpful for formulating a
response to the Local Plan Review.

v. Defibrillator: replacement pads had been purchased and fitted. Clir Stocker would explore
and publicise potential tfraining opportunities.

228/25 S106

Members received and considered information on available Section 106 contributions. The
Village Hall was due to receive £4,500 for replacement equipment, and the Cricket Club was
due to receive a figure from the S106 leisure allocation. One quote had been received to install
a defibrillator at Wakes Hall. Members discussed installing a new noticeboard at Middle Green.
It was RESOLVED: that further comparative quotes for a defibrillator and for a noticeboard at
Middle Green, funded by $106 monies and installed at Middle Green.

229/25 Planning

i. Planning Applications: none received.

i. Planning Appeals:
Ref. APP/A1530/W/25/3375049.
Location: Georgeons, Parkhurst Green Lane, Wakes Colne, CO6 2BL.
RESPONSE: Wakes Colne Parish Council’s previous comment would be considered by the
Planning Inspector. No further action required.

ii. Planning Decisions:
Ref. 251746
Location: Burnt House, Jankes Green Road, Wakes Colne, CO6 2AT. Proposed conversion of
agricultural building to 1 x 4-bedroom dwelling (attached to record Minutes).
It was RESOLVED: that the item be noted.

iv. Colchester City Council Local Plan Review (afttached to record Minutes). Members noted the
correspondence regarding the progression of the Local Plan Review.



Vi.

It was RESOLVED: that the council would disseminate information to the local community
regarding the Local Plan Review and formulate a considered response, once the City Council
had resolved its course of action.

Housing Needs Survey (attached to record Minutes).

It was RESOLVED: to offer moderate alterations to Chappel Parish Council, and to progress the
Housing Needs Survey.

Braintree District Council Local Plan Review (attached to record Minutes). Members noted the
correspondence from BDC. Members who had been present at the Four Parishes meeting
held 30.09.25 noted that it had been suggested that joint working on Local Plan Review
responses had been seen as being desirable.

It was RESOLVED: to seek a joint-working arrangement with nearby parishes with regards to
both CCC’s and BDC's Local plan Reviews.

230/25 Finance

Vi.

Vil.

viii.

Update on reclaiming VAT126 payments. Clir Stocker had been reviewing payments made
from financial year 2024-25 to date, and would enter a VAT126 reclaim in due course.

Bank balances as of 315t October 2025: Clir Stocker provided information on bank balances to
the meeting. The current account held £2,141.65, and the savings account held £14,132.71.
Comparison of Actual vs Budget to end October. Clir Stocker had prepared and provided an
assessment of actual spend versus budgeted spend for the year to date. A large amount of
budgeted expenditure remained for the Local Histories Oral Project.

Action: ClIr Chillingworth to contact the Oral Histories project.

. Payments for October 2025: members received and considered a list of invoices for payment:
Essex Pensions: £12.99
Village Hall: £64.00
EALC tfraining £100.80
WEL Medical: £83.53
Jim Morris: £257.55

It was RESOLVED: that the invoices be approved.

Transfer of funds to meet the Parish Council financial requirements. No internal transfers were
required.

It was RESOLVED: to remove the item from future meeting Agendas.

Unity Trust Bank access & signatory — update authority levels. Clir Stocker noted the process of
updating the bank mandate was ongoing.

2025/2026 Auditor appointment: Jan Stobart had been appointed. The Internal Audit and
report would cost £260.

Local Government pension scheme: members approved the suspension of further payments
info the scheme.

. Budget 2026-27: members suggested removing budgets allocated for Villages in Bloom, and

adding £250 in grant funding for the Community Planting project. The item would be
considered in greater depth at the meeting scheduled for 3¢ December.

231/25 Communication & Liaison

Website: Paul Stocker had carried out website maintenance and uploaded WCPC
documents and Policies. More photographs were to be added. Clir Walsh offered grateful
thanks to Mr Stocker.

The 2026 Joint Parish Assembly would take place on Wednesday 291 April 2026, at the Village
Hall.

Members received & considered a reports from Clir Sunnucks on his recent visit fo the Essex &
Suffolk Riding Club.



iv. Wakes Colne Parish Council Award Scheme 2025 (attached to record Minutes). The Award
Scheme had been publicised, and one nomination had been received.

v. Members received and considered correspondence tabled at meeting. A lefter of thanks
had been prepared to a local resident who had cleaned Whistle Walk.
It was RESOLVED: that the letter of thanks be approved and signed by the Chairperson.

vi. ClIr Chilingworth proposed liaising with Chappel Parish Council over the idea to host a
monthly open morning (with coffee).
It was RESOLVED: that Clir Chillingworth would liaise with the Chappel Parish Clerk.

232/25 Items for Consideration on a Future Agenda
2026-27 Budget; and tree ownership were suggested.

233/25 To Confirm Date & Time of Next Meeting
i. Next meeting date: 3@ December 2025 at 7:15 pm.
ii. 2026 Schedule of Meetings (attached to record Minutes).
It was RESOLVED: that the schedule of meetings be published.

234/25 Closure of the Meeting
The meeting closed at 2100hrs.

Signed:.. ..o, DAt i,



Appendix ii.
Matters & Actions Arising

203/25 Minutes of Previous Meeting
ACTION: Risk Assessment for Footpath Volunteer Group to be prepared.

207/25 Website
ACTION: Review published Policies.

211/2025 - Finance
ACTION: ClIr Stocker to enter VAT reclaim.

227/25 Highways Issues
ACTION: ClIr Stocker to seek further prices for WCPC-branded hi-vis.
ACTION: ClIr Stocker to explore provision of defibrillator training.

228/25 S106
ACTION: ClIr Stocker to seek further quotes for a defibrillator to be installed at Wakes Hall.

230/25 Finance
ACTION: ClIr Chillingworth to contact Oral Histories project re unspent funding allocation.

231/25 Communication & Liaison
ACTION: ClIr Chillingworth to liaise with Chappell Parish Council over monthly Open Morning.



Appendix iv
From: Local Plan
Date: Wednesday, 26 November 2025 at 11:05
Subject: Notification of Colchester Local Plan Preferred Options Regulation 18 Consultation —
26 November 2025 — 14 January 2026

Dear Town and Parish Councils,

The new Local Plan is an important document which will determine the way forward for
Colchester up to 2041. It will provide the strategy for the growth of Colchester, setting out
what development will take place and where, to 2041, and policies for the conservation and
protection of the environment. Once adopted, the new Local Plan will replace existing local
planning policies.

The Plan will set out a vision for the area, establishing the long term aims and aspirations for
Colchester going forward. The Plan will include policies and allocations that help to deliver
these aims and aspirations.

The Preferred Options Local Plan is a draft plan and we are inviting comments from residents
and stakeholders to help shape the Local Plan. This consultation runs from Wednesday 26
November 2025 and will close at 5pm on Wednesday 14 January 2026. At the end of this
consultation, the Council will look at all comments received and consider what changes need
to be made before the ‘Submission Version’ of the Local Plan is produced. There will be a
further consultation about the 'Submission Version' before it is formally submitted to the
Secretary of State.

You can view the Preferred Options Local Plan, accompanying Sustainability
Appraisal/Strategic Environmental Assessment and the evidence base by visiting our website:
Colchester City Council - Colchester City Council Preferred Options Local Plan Regulation 18
Consultation 2025.

Paper copies of the Preferred Options Local Plan are available to view at Colchester Town
Hall, and Colchester, Greenstead, Prettygate, Stanway, Tiptree, West Mersea and Wivenhoe
libraries during normal opening times.

Officers will be available to talk to at Colchester Town Hall at the following times:

Wednesday 10 December 4-7pm

Saturday 13 December 10am-2pm

Monday 15 December 10am-2pm

If you can’t get to one of our in-person sessions, you can view the same exhibition online at:
Virtual Exhibition 2025.

All representations should be made using the online consultation system: Colchester City
Council - Colchester City Council Preferred Options Local Plan Regulation 18 Consultation
2025 If you experience any problems using our consultation portal, please contact
local.plan@colchester.gov.uk.

Kind regards

Planning Policy (Local Plan) Team
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Local Plan
D“evelopment Proposals

M

Cansultatlon Drop-ln Session

| *1: ; When:
= Saturday 6™ December
= 10am - 2pm

Where:
The Village Hall

What’s Happening:

We’re kick-starting the formal consultation
process for the Local Plan proposals in
Wakes Colne.

Come along to view the proposals as they
currently stand, speak with the team, share

your thoughts. ;

Why Attend ?
Your insight matters. Tell us what yoli see'ds: .-
the key threats and opportunltlesfor our

community. 2

All Chappel & Wakes Colne residentsare wel&?rﬁe
For further information, please\:ilsw

www.wakescolne-pc.gov. uk/localplan\ =
or e mail clerk@wakescolne-pc.gow. f’%
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