
Minutes of the Wakes Colne Parish Council Meeting held on 
Wednesday 2nd April 2025 at 7.30pm 

In the Main Hall at Chappel & Wakes Colne Village Hall 
 

In the Chair : Cllr. Peter Chillingworth 
Present: Cllr. Barry Walsh, Cllr. Denise Stocker 
Parish Clerk: not present 
Meeting commenced: 7.30pm 
 

061/2025 Apologies for Absence 
Cllr. T. Rowe, Cllr. D. Laws, Cllr. W. Sunnucks 
 

 
No action 

062/2025 Declaration of Members interest 
Cllr. D Stocker: non-pecuniary interest in items connected with the 
Village Hall 
 

 
No action 

063/2025 Approve Minutes of previous meeting 
Minutes from Meeting held Wednesday 5th March 2025 
 

Approved by all 
Councillors 
present 
Cllr. Chillingworth 
signed & dated 
 

064/2025 Co-Option of New Councillor 
Deferred until June 2025 

Deferred until 
June 2025 
 

065/2025 Public Participation 
Three members of the Public were in attendance. 
 
One member of the public expressed her thanks to Wakes Colne Parish 
Council on behalf of Station Adopters, for their support in funding a 
community bench, in Memory of the Late Mrs. Valerie Callum, who 
tragically lost her life in an accident on Station Road on the 4th of June 
2024. 
 
One member of the public expressed their concerns in relation to the 
recent response from Essex Highways regarding their rejection of two 
applications lodged by Cllr. Barber for Station Road. ( Build out blocks 
and priority system) 
The council were asked to: 

a) Challenge the Statement made by Essex Highways ‘When 
reviewing the traffic speed survey data provided for the 30mph 
section, there is no compliance issue in this location.”  

b) Request further exploration for ‘speed bumps’ along Station 
Road. 

 
Cllr. Chillingworth floated a consideration of employing a Traffic Expert 
who may give an independent opinion and advise the Council of the 
dangers and possible solutions to the issues facing Station Road. 
 
Cllr. Stocker asked the public if they felt that the proposals in the Draft 
Local Plan would be a solution to Station Road safety issues. The 
response was ‘only if the proposals outlined in the proposals were 
implemented and managed successfully’. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr. Chillingworth 
and Cllr. Stocker 
will both take 
these actions 

066/2025 ECC Cllr. L. Barber report  
Deferred until May 2025 

no action 

067/2025 Ward Cllr. W. Sunnucks report  
Deferred until May 2025 

no action 
 



068/2025 Wakes Colne Bus Planter  
This project is being managed by Cllr. Walsh who will update the Council 
as and when required. Remove from the agenda. 

 
Remove from the 
agenda. 
 

069/2025 A1124 Clearance 
Clearance took place 25th & 26th March 2025. 
Concerns that some mud and over-hang of hedges, plus the section 
between Lane Road and Wakes Hall Park have not been cleared 
properly. Cllr. Walsh will take this up with the contractors and, if deemed 
necessary, will suggest with-holding an element of the invoice until the 
Council is happy with the service. 
 

 
 
Cllr. B. Walsh 

070/2025 Local Plan Update 
No new information at this point. 
 

 
No Action 

071/2025 Joint VE Day Celebrations with Chappel Parish Council 
Cllr. D. Stocker is liaising with Cllr. S. Chamley to plan and organise a joint 
event. 
 

 
Cllr. D. Stocker 

072/2025 Bus Shelter repairs (close to Shop) – update 
Awaiting further quotations  

a) for replacing broken windows (damage) 
b) repainting bus shelter (maintenance) 

 
Cllr. D. Stocker 
 
 
 

073/2025 Bus Shelters Wakes Hall Park – update 
For future reference, this item has been moved to the Essex Highways 
section 
 

 
No action 
 

074/2025 CPC and WCPC joint Parish Assembly – Wednesday 30th April 2025 
Cllr. S. Chamley and Cllr. D. Stocker are working together on the plans 
and agenda for the Joint Parish Council Assembly.  
 

 
Cllr. D. Stocker 
 

075/2025 HIGHWAYS ISSUES IN WAKES COLNE – UPDATES  
 
Ref no LCOL193018 – Pedestrian Crossing/ potential bus turning area 
Cllr. L. Barber to contact Landowners ( details provided to Cllr. Barber by 
Cllr. Stocker 11/03/2025) 
 
Ref LCOL 245003 
Bus Shelters at Wakes Hall Park – these do not qualify for the Essex Wide 
Bus Shelter Scheme. Request is now in the LHP Validation Process. Cllr. 
Barber to update. 
 
Cllr. Barber ECC Locality Funding for SID on Station Road 
All required actions completed. Awaiting receipt of funds from the ECC 
locality fund department. 
 
Station Road Issues: 
20mph speed limit (ref LCOL193018) – ONGOING 
Priority Scheme ( ref LCOL242027) – refused by highways 30TH March 2025 
Horizontal Buildouts ( ref LCOL242027) – refused by highways 30TH March 
2025 
 
REF 2930019  - Large Pothole, The Street, Wakes Colne – temporary repair 
has been made 
 
REF 2933014 – Kerb defects, The Street, Wakes Colne – awaiting update 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REF 2891607 & 288842 – blocked drain issues, Spring Gardens, Wakes 
Colne – repair planned end of March 2025. WORKS COMPLETED 
 
REF 2967479 - Repainting of Dagon Teeth and SLOW signs. 
Reported to Highways 18/03/2025 
 
REF 2968345 - Pavement defect causing uneven surface for pedestrians. 
Outside Green BT Cabinet close to  Village Shop – reported to Highways 
18/03/2025 
 

076/2025 CALC – question time debate – being arranged by CALC working team, 
of which Cllr. Stocker is a member. 
 

 
Noted 

077/2025 WCPC – Website migration Deferred until 
June 2025 
 

078/2025 Councillor Training – Advanced Councillor Training booked for Cllr. Walsh 
Advance Councillor Training to be booked to Cllr. Stocker 
 

 
Noted 

079/2025 Planning Applications 
 
250602 – Ivy House Farm, Middle Green 
Proposed single storey rear extension – no objection 
 
250547  & 250703 – 1 Wakes Hall Park, Wakes Colne 
Refitting of sash windows to  escape windows – no objection 
 

 
No Objections 
 
(Clerk to register 
comments on 
Colchester 
Planning 
relevant pages ) 
 

080/2025 Planning Decisions affecting Wakes Colne 
Nothing to Report 
 

 
Noted 

081/2025 Grant Application – All Saints Churchyard 
Decision Deferred 

Decision 
deferred until 
July 2025 
 

082/2025 Finances 
Bank Balance as at 31.01.2025 (incls. reserves) £11,142.24 – Noted 
Comparison of actual spend against budget – Likely to be broadly in 
balance for 24/25. – Noted 
 
Approve Payments for Feb 25 – approved as presented 
Approve to transfer of funds from Deposit to Current account to cover 
Councils financial requirements – Authorised as required 
 
 
 
 
Additional note.  
Quotation from Solagen Ltd for removing and recycling old VAS 
equipment from Station Rod. - APPROVED 
 

 
 
Noted 
 
Proposed  
Seconded Cllr. P. 
Chillingworth 
Seconded Cllr. 
D. Stocker 
 
 
Proposed  
Seconded Cllr. P. 
Chillingworth 
Seconded Cllr. 
D. Stocker 
 

083/2025 To receive reports from Outside Bodies  
Confirmation from Village Shop that location for Community Notice 
Board is now available. Resurrect previous research for information and 
costs for notice board 
 
 
 

 
Cllr.D. Stocker 



084/2025 Correspondence Received 
ECC webinar available on 3rd April 2025 to Parish and Town Councillors, 
delivered by EALC. 
 

 
Noted 

085/2025 Items for Next Agenda 
 
A1124 – clearance update 
SID – station road update 
Local Plan – update 
Station Road – update 
Repairs to Bus Shelter A1124 - update 
Highways issues – update 
CALC – question time 
Correspondence Received 
 

 

086/2025 Confirm date and time of next meeting 
Wednesday 7th May 2025 at 7.15pm 
 
This will be the Councils AGM and Full Council Meeting 
 

 
 

087/2025 Dates for future meetings have all previously agreed – no further action Remove item 
from Agenda 
 

088/2025 Exclusion of Public and Press   
 

089/2025 Staffing Matters  
Update on Clerk Vacancy 
Item moved to Staffing Matters Closed meeting 
 

 

090/2025 Closure of the meeting having considered and determined all items of 
business 
 

 

 
 
Meeting Closed at 9.05 pm 
Next Parish Council Meeting & AGM : 7th May 2025 at 7.15pm 
 
 
 
Signed …Peter Chillingworth……Date: 7th May 2025 
 
Cllr. Peter Chillingworth,  Vice Chairman                         
 
 
 


