MRS: Nandita Nandi

Clerk to the Parish Council

(Mon - Fri, 1-3pm)

email: clerk@wakescolne-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of the Wakes Colne Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday 4" June 2025 at 7.15pm
In the Main Hall at Chappel & Wakes Colne Village Hall

In the Chair: Clir Peter Chillingworth

Present: ClIr. William Sunnucks, Clir. Barry Walsh, CllIr. Denise Stocker
Parish Clerk: Mrs Nandita Nandi

Meeting commenced: 7.15pm

124/2025 Notification of Intent to Record the Meeting
Confirmation that the meeting is recorded.

1252025 Chairman’s Welcome
Chairman welcomed members of the public in attendance.

126/2025 Apologies for Absence
Apologies received from ClIr. T. Rowe and Clir. D. Laws.

127/2025 Approval of Previous Minutes
Minutes of the May 7, 2025 meeting was reviewed and approved.

128/2025 Co-option of New Councillor to Wakes Colne Parish Council
Discussion on potential candidates outreach to individuals ongoing. Council agrees to
continue seeking interested candidates.

129/2025 Declaration of Members’ Interests
No declarations except Village Hall affiliation.

130/2025 Public Participation

Concerns raised by a resident regarding safety risks on Station Road—discussion
on potential solutions and council actions.

Incident about large lorries struggling on steep incline on the cul-de-sac leading to
Springfield, New Build, causing road damage and safety hazards.

Issues with large construction vehicles getting stuck and overtaking dangerously.
Damage to recently resurfaced road surfaces.

Discussion on potential signage to restrict HGVs on unsuitable roads.

Discussion about Parish Council writing to owners of Springfield regarding asking them to
advise contractors to use smaller lorries where possible.

Inquiry into highways authority responsibilities regarding developer-related damage.

131/2025 ECC Clir. L. Barber Report
No report received

132/2025 CCC Clir. W. Sunnucks Report

Summary of Local Plan developments, including

Delayed infrastructure assessments, CCC planning department estimate 10 months to
complete.

Discussion on garden community projects, particularly the A1131/A120 link road and its
funding challenges.

Discussion around potential delays leading to increased exposure to speculative planning
applications.

Discussion around the risks of government commissioners intervening due to local plan
setbacks.
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133/2025 Highways Issues — Update

Reviewed Highways spreadsheet. Outstanding item relating to Bus Shelters for Wakes
Hall Park was raised again with Clir. L. Barber during the month. No progress or further
information as yet.

The process for reporting potholes, highways or pavement issues was clarified:

If/When Members of the public contact parish clerk with details of defect, Parish clerk to
report this on Highways website and then provide ClIr Stocker and Parish Clerk, Chappel
with details and reference number, so that each may update their records.

134/2025 A1124 Clearance

Clearance has been completed satisfactorily and contractors’ invoice to be settled in full.
CllIr. Walsh noticed that further clearance has taken place however, it is not known who
did this. Clir. Walsh making enquiries.

135/2025 Bus Shelter Repair (Close to Shop)
Confirmation received that repairs have been completed, and invoice settled in full.

136//2025 Grants/S106 — Update
No updated information available. ClIr Stocker is now responsible for project and will
update again at the next meeting.

137/2025 Website Migration — Update

Clerk confirmed transition process completed from original e-voice site to .org.uk site
ensuring website accessibility by Clerk. Clir. Walsh to send Clerk information of details
which need bringing up to date on .org.uk website. There are many pages to update, and
this will be carried out in various stages.

138/2025 Insurance Policy Review

Follow-up on Zurich insurance. Standard quotation received. After considering risks
involved, it was agreed that clerk would progress with this quotation and then seek to
increase street furniture cover and any other items considered essential, obtaining
revised policy schedule and premium.

139/2025 Asset Register Review
2025/2026 Asset Register updated. All agreed.

140/2025 Planning Applications - NEW APPLICATION

251063 — Georgeons, Parkhurst Green Lane, Wakes Colne

Application reviewed and considered. Response will be made on CCC planning portal.
141/2025 Planning Decisions ade by CCC Affecting Wakes Colne

240594 — Lavender Cottage, Lower Green, Wakes Colne — Replacement porch approved
with conditions.

250602 — Ivy Green Farm, Middle Green, Wakes Colne — Single storey extension
refused.

250703 & 250547 — 1 Wakes Hall Park — both approved with conditions

142/2025 Finance

Bank Balances: Reviewed balances as of May 31, 2025.

Budget Comparison: Reviewed Actual vs. Budget comparison for 2025/2026.
Payments for June 2025: Approved payments for processing.
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. Agreement to transfer necessary funds from deposit account to current to meet financial
obligations - aim to leave £2500 in current account.

. Internet Banking Update: Clerk provided update on Unity Trust Bank online banking
access and additional authorisations needed for secure payment processing. Agreed that
Clir. Stocker should also be given ‘payment set-up’ rights to Unity Bank to avoid delay in
making payments if Clerk unavailable.

143/2025 Policy Review & Risk Assessment
All Council Policies on website to be reviewed. This will be carried out over a period of
time between councillors and clerk. Commencement date TBC due to work load.

144/2025 Reports from Outside Bodies, Training Courses, Representatives on
Village Committees & Parish Council Working Groups

Noted upcoming Colchester Association of Local Councils meeting on June 12, 2025, at
Marks Tey.

Clerk encouraged to attend SLCC training and related council forums.

145/2025 Correspondence Received

General updates from local government bodies and community inquiries addressed.
Recognition of positive feedback from residents on SID installation on Station Road and
contributions of Denise and Paul Stocker.

Discussion of community engagement initiatives, such as a potential monthly open
morning with coffee.

Noted that ‘Chappel & Wakes Colne in Bloom’ maybe a future joint project between
Chappel & WCPC for 2026

146/2025 Items for Next Agenda

Final decision on Zurich insurance policy adjustments.

Grant Application for All Saints Church to be considered at the July meeting.

Further discussion on Cricket Club funding via Section 106, ensuring eligibility for the
Leisure & Open Space Fund.

Follow-up on Station Road HGV restriction sign request.

Response from Lewis Barber on highways panel processes.

Progress on developer liability for road damage.

147/2025 Date and Time of Next Meeting
Next meeting confirmed for Wednesday, July 2, 2025, at 7:15 PM.
Future meeting dates noted.

148/2025 Closure of Meeting
Meeting officially closed at 9:16 PM.

Signed: Peter Chillingworth

Clir. Peter Chillingworth, Chairman

Date: ...



