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Minutes of Wakes Colne Parish Council Full Council Meeting held on 
Wednesday 5th November 2025 in the Main Hall at Chappel & Wakes Colne Village Hall 

 
Present: Cllr Peter Chillingworth (Chairperson) 
  Cllr Denise Stocker 
  Cllr William Sunnucks 
  Cllr Barry Walsh 
  Jim Morris, acting Parish Clerk 
  Two members of the public 
 
221/25 Chairman’s Welcome 
Cllr Peter Chillingworth welcomed all attendees and formally opened the meeting. 
 
222/25 Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr Darius Laws, Cllr Tom Rowe, and ECC 
Constable Division Cllr Lewis Barber.  
 
223/25 Disclosure of Interests 
Cllr Denise Stocker declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Village Hall. Cllr Stocker was a trustee 
of the Hall. 
 
224/25 Public Participation 
A member of the Wakes Colne Station Adopter group updated the council with information on 
recent and future projects. The group had applied for funding from both the Essex & South 
Suffolk, and the National Community Rail Partnership, totalling £10,000. Essex County Council had 
pledged a further £1,000 towards the group’s projects to create a new bicycle shelter with a 
living roof, a stag beetle pyramid, an underground hibernaculum, and other measures to 
increase biodiversity and collect rainwater.  
Wakes Colne Station Adopters had attended an awards evening at the Grosvenor Hotel, at 
which the group had been highly commended. The Greater Anglia network had been praised 
as the best in the country for successful station adopting, and it was likely that volunteers from 
Wakes Colne would be asked to assist in rolling out the scheme nationally.  
Response: Members thanked the parishioner for the update. Cllr Sunnucks suggested that further 
funding may become available via his City Council member’s allowance. 
 
225/25 Minutes of Previous Meeting 
i. Minutes of the meeting held 8th October 2025 were received and approved by the council 

and signed as a true and correct record by the Chairperson.  
ii. Matters arising from the Minutes of the previous meeting (attached to record Minutes): 

159/2025 – Cllr Walsh had got as far as possible with assembling land-ownership documents; 
181/2025 – Cllr Stocker had arranged the purchase of a new noticeboard, to be located 
outside the Post Office; 183/2025 – Cllr. Walsh had facilitated clearing the footways; 207/2025 
– Policies published on the council’s website were being reviewed; 214/2025 – Cllr 
Chillingworth had been in contact with the Footpath Group. A new Group Leader had 
offered to undertake a full annual assessment and provide a report to the council. Cllr 
Chillingworth would liaise over a handover of documents. Other items were either due to be 
considered at the meeting or would be progressed a future date. 

 
226/25 Representatives’ Reports 
Colchester City Council Rural North Ward: Cllr Sunnucks offered a report to the meeting. Local 
Authorities were wating to hear which proposal for Local Government Reorganisation was 
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preferred. Mayoral elections would be held in May 2026, but it was unclear whether District and 
County Council elections would be held.  
The Local Plan Review was due to be considered by Committee at Colchester City Council on 
Monday 10th November. Cllr Sunnucks noted that the reviewed Plan was flawed, lacked clarity, 
and needed £800m investment in order to deliver infrastructure upgrades. Members were being 
offered a choice between adopting a bad Plan or having no Plan whatsoever. The parish 
council would need to collate the views of the parish and enter a robust response. 
Essex County Council Constable Division: Cllr Barber had sent apologies for absence.  
 
227/25 Highways Issues 
i. Wakes Hall Bus Shelters: correspondence from Cllr Barber had indicated a potential new 

source of funding, although yet to be confirmed.  
ii. Speed Indicator Devices: members received and considered warranty and maintenance 

options and costings. The company had already provided WCPC with a free spare battery 
and its representatives had assured the council that the devices were unlikely to need further 
maintenance.  
It was RESOLVED: to remain on callout fees, should the need arise, rather than enter into a 
maintenance contract. 

iii. Fluorescent Branded jackets: Cllr Stocker had received a reasonable quote, but would seek 
further in order to ensure the council was getting best value for money. 

iv. Road Safety Week: Joint venture with neighbouring parishes. Plans to take part in BRAKE’s 
event had not progressed due to the limited time between the Four Parishes meeting and the 
scheduled week. It was noted that traffic volume data would be helpful for formulating a 
response to the Local Plan Review. 

v. Defibrillator: replacement pads had been purchased and fitted. Cllr Stocker would explore 
and publicise potential training opportunities. 

 
228/25 S106 
Members received and considered information on available Section 106 contributions. The 
Village Hall was due to receive £4,500 for replacement equipment, and the Cricket Club was 
due to receive a figure from the S106 leisure allocation. One quote had been received to install 
a defibrillator at Wakes Hall. Members discussed installing a new noticeboard at Middle Green. 
It was RESOLVED: that further comparative quotes for a defibrillator and for a noticeboard at 
Middle Green, funded by S106 monies and installed at Middle Green. 
 
229/25 Planning 
i. Planning Applications: none received.  
ii. Planning Appeals:  

Ref. APP/A1530/W/25/3375049.  
Location: Georgeons, Parkhurst Green Lane, Wakes Colne, CO6 2BL.  
RESPONSE: Wakes Colne Parish Council’s previous comment would be considered by the 
Planning Inspector. No further action required. 

iii. Planning Decisions:  
Ref. 251746  
Location: Burnt House, Jankes Green Road, Wakes Colne, CO6 2AT. Proposed conversion of 
agricultural building to 1 x 4-bedroom dwelling (attached to record Minutes).  
It was RESOLVED: that the item be noted. 

iv. Colchester City Council Local Plan Review (attached to record Minutes). Members noted the 
correspondence regarding the progression of the Local Plan Review. 



 

 3 

It was RESOLVED: that the council would disseminate information to the local community 
regarding the Local Plan Review and formulate a considered response, once the City Council 
had resolved its course of action. 

v. Housing Needs Survey (attached to record Minutes).  
It was RESOLVED: to offer moderate alterations to Chappel Parish Council, and to progress the 
Housing Needs Survey. 

vi. Braintree District Council Local Plan Review (attached to record Minutes). Members noted the 
correspondence from BDC. Members who had been present at the Four Parishes meeting 
held 30.09.25 noted that it had been suggested that joint working on Local Plan Review 
responses had been seen as being desirable. 
It was RESOLVED: to seek a joint-working arrangement with nearby parishes with regards to 
both CCC’s and BDC’s Local plan Reviews.  

 
230/25 Finance 
i. Update on reclaiming VAT126 payments. Cllr Stocker had been reviewing payments made 

from financial year 2024-25 to date, and would enter a VAT126 reclaim in due course. 
ii. Bank balances as of 31st October 2025: Cllr Stocker provided information on bank balances to 

the meeting. The current account held £2,141.65, and the savings account held £14,132.71. 
iii. Comparison of Actual vs Budget to end October. Cllr Stocker had prepared and provided an 

assessment of actual spend versus budgeted spend for the year to date. A large amount of 
budgeted expenditure remained for the Local Histories Oral Project. 
Action: Cllr Chillingworth to contact the Oral Histories project. 

iv. Payments for October 2025: members received and considered a list of invoices for payment: 
Essex Pensions: £12.99 
Village Hall:  £64.00 
EALC training £100.80 
WEL Medical: £83.53 
Jim Morris:  £257.55 
It was RESOLVED: that the invoices be approved. 

v. Transfer of funds to meet the Parish Council financial requirements. No internal transfers were 
required. 
It was RESOLVED: to remove the item from future meeting Agendas. 

vi. Unity Trust Bank access & signatory – update authority levels. Cllr Stocker noted the process of 
updating the bank mandate was ongoing. 

vii. 2025/2026 Auditor appointment: Jan Stobart had been appointed. The Internal Audit and 
report would cost £260. 

viii. Local Government pension scheme: members approved the suspension of further payments 
into the scheme. 

ix. Budget 2026-27: members suggested removing budgets allocated for Villages in Bloom, and 
adding £250 in grant funding for the Community Planting project. The item would be 
considered in greater depth at the meeting scheduled for 3rd December. 

 
231/25 Communication & Liaison 
i. Website: Paul Stocker had carried out website maintenance and uploaded WCPC 

documents and Policies. More photographs were to be added. Cllr Walsh offered grateful 
thanks to Mr Stocker. 

ii. The 2026 Joint Parish Assembly would take place on Wednesday 29th April 2026, at the Village 
Hall. 

iii. Members received & considered a reports from Cllr Sunnucks on his recent visit to the Essex & 
Suffolk Riding Club.  
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iv. Wakes Colne Parish Council Award Scheme 2025 (attached to record Minutes). The Award 
Scheme had been publicised, and one nomination had been received. 

v. Members received and considered correspondence tabled at meeting. A letter of thanks 
had been prepared to a local resident who had cleaned Whistle Walk. 
It was RESOLVED: that the letter of thanks be approved and signed by the Chairperson. 

vi. Cllr Chillingworth proposed liaising with Chappel Parish Council over the idea to host a 
monthly open morning (with coffee). 
It was RESOLVED: that Cllr Chillingworth would liaise with the Chappel Parish Clerk. 

 
232/25 Items for Consideration on a Future Agenda 
2026-27 Budget; and tree ownership were suggested. 
 
233/25 To Confirm Date & Time of Next Meeting 
i. Next meeting date: 3rd December 2025 at 7:15 pm. 
ii. 2026 Schedule of Meetings (attached to record Minutes). 

It was RESOLVED: that the schedule of meetings be published. 
 
234/25 Closure of the Meeting 
The meeting closed at 2100hrs. 
 
 
Signed:……………………………………..   Date: …………………………………  



 

 

Appendix ii 
Matters & Actions Arising   

 
159/2025 – Pathway Maintenance 
Action: Cllr. Walsh to assemble land-ownership documents and convene stakeholder meeting 
and explore ongoing maintenance option. 
 
181/2025 - Grants & S106 Contributions 
ACTION: Cllr Stocker to arrange purchase of noticeboard. 
ACTION: Cllr Stocker to contact Chairman of Cricket Club to arrange meeting. 
ACTION: Cllr Stocker to obtain quotations for a defibrillator to potentially be installed at Wakes 
Hall Park. 
 
183/2025 – A1124 Clearance 
ACTION: Cllr. Walsh to liaise with contractors and define scope.  
 
203/2025 – Minutes of Previous Meeting 
ACTION: Risk Assessment for Footpath Volunteer Group to be prepared. 
 
206/2025 – Speed Indicator Devices 
ACTION: Cllr Stocker to find prices for hi-vis. 
 
207/2025 – Website 
ACTION: Review published Policies. 
 
208/2025 - S106 
ACTION: Cllr. Stocker to seek validation from CCC once details have been received. 
 
211/2025 – Finance 
ACTION: Cllr Stocker to enter VAT reclaim. 
ACTION: Approved payments and internal bank transfer to be made. 
ACTION: Jan Stobart to be appointed as Internal Auditor. 
 
212/2025 – Date foe 2026 Joint Parish Assembly 
ACTION: Liaise with Chappel Parish Council. 
 
214/2025 – To Receive Reports from outside bodies, training courses, representatives on village 
committees & Parish Council working groups 
ACTION: Cllr Chillingworth to contact the Footpath Group. 

 
 

  



 Colchester City Council 
 
 Place and Client Services                                             

 
 

       Notice of Planning Decision 
 

 
 

IMPORTANT – ATTENTION IS DRAWN TO THE NOTES ATTACHED 
 
 

DC1001MWD 

 Rowan House 
33 Sheepen Road 
Colchester 
CO3 3WG 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) ORDER 

(ENGLAND) ORDER 2015  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
In pursuance of the powers exercised by it as District Planning Authority this Council, having 
considered your application to carry out the development detailed below in accordance with the 
plan(s) accompanying the said application, DOES HEREBY GIVE NOTICE of its decision to 
GRANT PERMISSION for the said development subject to additional condition(s) set out below. 
 
 
APPLICATION NO:  251746 
 
APPLICATION DATE:  13 August 2025  
 
PROPOSAL: Proposed conversion of agricultural building to 1 x 4 bedroom dwelling          
 
LOCATION: Burnt House, Jankes Green Road, Wakes Colne, Colchester, CO6 

2AT 
 
APPLICANT: Mrs Alison Bishop, Burnt House, Jankes Green Road, Mount Bures, 

Essex, CO6 2AT 
 
 
Condition(s) 
 
 

1. The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of three years from 
the date of this permission.   
 
Reason: To comply with the requirements of Section 91 of the Town and Country Planning 
Act 1990, as amended by the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. 

2. The development hereby permitted shall be carried out in accordance with the details shown 
on the submitted Drawing Numbers: 100_01, 100_02, 2216/03 Rec'd 19.8.25.   
 
Reason: For the avoidance of doubt and to ensure that the proposed development is carried 
out as approved. 

3. Prior to the first occupation of the development hereby permitted, aminimum of 2 parking 
spaces in accordance with the Esssex Parking Standards(to include one electric charging 
point)shall have been laid out within the site in accordance with the approved block plan, 
The approved parking spaces shall thereafter be maintained free from obstruction and 
available for parking use at all times. Reason: To ensure that there is satisfactory parking 
provision at the site at the time when the development becomes occupied and in the 



 
 

 

interests of sustainability. 

4. Cycle parking shall be provided in accordance with the EPOA Parking Standards, the 
precise details of which shall be submitted to and agreed in writing by the Local Planning 
Authority. The approved facility shall be secure, convenient, covered and provided prior to 
occupation and retained at all times.  
 
Reason: To ensure appropriate cycle parking is provided in the interest of highway safety 
and amenity. 

5. Prior to the first occupation of the development, details of the foul sewage drainage works 
serving the development shall be submitted to and agreed, in writing, by the Local Planning 
Authority. The development shall thereafter be carried out in accordance with the agreed 
details.  
 
Reason: In order to avoid unnecessary environmental, amenity and public health problems 
that could otherwise arise 

6. No works shall take place until an investigation and risk assessment, in addition to any 
assessment provided with the planning application, has been completed in accordance with 
a scheme to assess the nature and extent of any contamination on the site, whether or not it 
originates on the site. The contents of the scheme are subject to the approval, in writing, of 
the Local Planning Authority. The investigation and risk assessment must be undertaken by 
competent persons and a written report of the findings must be produced. The written report 
is subject to the approval in writing of the Local Planning Authority. The report of the findings 
must include: (i) a survey of the extent, scale and nature of contamination, including 
contamination by soil gas and asbestos; (ii) an assessment of the potential risks to: human 
health, property (existing or proposed) including buildings, crops, livestock, pets, woodland 
and service lines and pipes, adjoining land, groundwaters and surface waters, ecological 
systems, archaeological sites and ancient monuments; (iii) an appraisal of remedial options, 
and proposal of the preferred option(s). This must be conducted in accordance with all 
relevant, current, best practice guidance, including the Essex Contaminated Land 
Consortiums Land Affected by Contamination: Technical Guidance for Applicants and 
Developers.  
 
Reason: To ensure that risks from land contamination to the future users of the land and 
neighbouring land are minimised, together with those to controlled waters, property and 
ecological systems, and to ensure that the development can be carried out safely without 
unacceptable risks to workers, neighbours and other offsite receptors 

7. No works shall take place until a detailed remediation scheme to bring the site to a condition 
suitable for the intended use by removing unacceptable risks to human health, buildings and 
other property and the natural and historical environment has been prepared and then 
submitted to and agreed, in writing, by the Local Planning Authority. The scheme must 
include all works to be undertaken, proposed remediation objectives and remediation 
criteria, timetable of works and site management procedures. The scheme must ensure that 
the site will not qualify as contaminated land under Part 2A of the Environmental Protection 
Act 1990 in relation to the intended use of the land after remediation.   
 
Reason: To ensure that risks from land contamination to the future users of the land and 
neighbouring land are minimised, together with those to controlled waters, property and 
ecological systems, and to ensure that the development can be carried out safely without 
unacceptable risks to workers, neighbours and other offsite receptors 

8. No works shall take place other than that required to carry out remediation, the approved 
remediation scheme must be carried out in accordance with the details approved. The Local 
Planning Authority must be given two weeks written notification of commencement of the 



 
 

 

remediation scheme works. Following completion of measures identified in the approved 
remediation scheme, a verification/validation report that demonstrates the effectiveness of 
the remediation carried out must be produced, and is subject to the approval in writing of the 
Local Planning Authority.  
 
Reason: To ensure that risks from land contamination to the future users of the land and 
neighbouring land are minimised, together with those to controlled waters, property and 
ecological systems, and to ensure that the development can be carried out safely without 
unacceptable risks to workers, neighbours and other offsite receptors 

9. In the event that contamination is found at any time when carrying out the approved 
development that was not previously identified it must be reported in writing immediately to 
the Local Planning Authority. An investigation and risk assessment must be undertaken in 
accordance with the requirements of condition 6, and where remediation is necessary a 
remediation scheme must be prepared in accordance with the requirements of condition 7, 
which is subject to the approval in writing of the Local Planning Authority. Following 
completion of measures identified in the approved remediation scheme a verification report 
must be prepared, which is subject to the approval in writing of the Local Planning Authority 
in accordance with condition 8.  
 
Reason: To ensure that risks from land contamination to the future users of the land and 
neighbouring land are minimised, together with those to controlled waters, property and 
ecological systems, and to ensure that the development can be carried out safely without 
unacceptable risks to workers, neighbours and other offsite receptors 

10. Prior to the first occupation of the development, the developer shall submit to the Local 
Planning Authority a signed certificate to confirm that the remediation works have been 
completed in accordance with the documents and plans detailed in Condition 7.  
 
Reason: To ensure that risks from land contamination to the future users of the land and 
neighbouring land are minimised, together with those to controlled waters, property and 
ecological systems, and to ensure that the development can be carried out safely without 
unacceptable risks to workers, neighbours and other offsite receptors 

11. No external lighting fixtures shall be constructed, installed or illuminated at any time on site 
unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority.  
 
Reason: To ensure that there are no undesirable effects of light pollution. 

12. No demolition or construction work shall take place outside of the following times: 
Weekdays: 08:00-18:00 Saturdays: 08:00-13:00 Sundays and Bank Holidays: No working  
 
Reason: To ensure that the construction phase of the development hereby permitted is not 
detrimental to the amenity of the area and/or nearby residents by reason of undue noise at 
unreasonable hours. 

13. No external facing or roofing materials shall be used in the construction of the development 
hereby permitted until precise details of the manufacturer, types and colours of these have 
been submitted to and approved, in writing, by the Local Planning Authority.  Such materials 
as may be approved shall be those used in the development.   
 
Reason: In order to ensure that suitable materials are used on the development as there are 
insufficient details within the submitted planning application. 

14. The development herby permitted shall not be occupied until details of tree and/or shrub 
planting and an implementation timetable have been submitted to and approved, in writing, 
by the Local Planning Authority. This planting shall be maintained for at least five years 



 
 

 

following contractual practical completion of the approved development. In the event that 
trees and/or plants die, are removed, destroyed, or in the opinion of the Local Planning 
Authority fail to thrive or are otherwise defective during such a period, they shall be replaced 
during the first planting season thereafter to specifications agreed in writing with the Local 
Planning Authority.   
 
Reason: To ensure an appropriate visual amenity in the local area. 

15. Prior to first occupation, precise details of wildlife  enhancement measures shall be 
submitted to and agreed, in writing, by the Local Planning Authority. The development shall 
thereafter be carried out in accordance with such agreed details, including implementation 
timetable and also with the mitigation measures detailed in the updated ecologicaal report.  
 
Reason: To allow proper enhancement of the impact of the development on the contribution 
of nature conservation interests to the amenity of the area. 

16. Prior to their installation, precise details of the siting, design and materials of any screen 
walls and fences proposed shall have been submitted to and agreed, in writing, by the Local 
Planning Authority. Only the approved details shall be installed.   
 
Reason: There are insufficient details within the submitted application to ensure that the 
boundary treatments are satisfactory in relation to amenities and the surrounding context. 

17. All weatherboarding shall have a black finish which shall thereafter be retained as such.  
 
Reason: In the interests of visual amenity. 

18. Notwithstanding the submitted details, precise details of the extent of the rear patio shall be 
submitted to and agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority. Only the approved 
details shall be installed.  
 
Reason: In the interests of the protection of the nearest tree and preserving its amenity 
value. 

19. All existing trees and hedgerows shall be retained throughout the development construction 
phases, unless shown to be removed on the approved drawing and all trees and hedgerows 
on and immediately adjoining the site shall be protected from damage as a result of works 
on site in accordance with the Local Planning Authorities guidance notes and the relevant 
British Standard. All existing trees and hedgerows shall then be monitored and recorded for 
at least five years following contractual practical completion of the development. In the event 
that any trees and/or hedgerows die, are removed, destroyed, fail to thrive or are otherwise 
defective during such a period, they shall be replaced during the first planting season 
thereafter to specifications agreed, in writing, with the Local Planning Authority. Any tree 
works agreed to shall be carried out in accordance with BS 3998.   
 
Reason: To safeguard the continuity of amenity afforded by existing trees and hedgerows. 

20. No occupation shall take place until a Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan (the HMMP) 
has been submitted to, and approved in writing by, the Local Planning Authority. The HMMP 
shall be prepared in accordance with the approved Biodiversity Gain Plan and shall include:  
(a)a non-technical summary; (b)the roles and responsibilities of the people or organisation(s) 
delivering the (HMMP); (c)the planned habitat creation and enhancement works to create or 
improve habitat to achieve the biodiversity net gain in accordance with the approved 
Biodiversity Gain Plan; (d)the management measures to maintain habitat in accordance with 
the approved Biodiversity Gain Plan for a period of 30 years from the completion of 
development; and (e)the monitoring methodology and frequency in respect of the created or 
enhanced habitat to be submitted to the local planning authority.  Notice in writing shall be 



 
 

 

given to the Council when the: (f)(HMMP) has been implemented; and (g)habitat creation 
and enhancement works as set out in the (HMMP) have been completed.  No occupation 
shall take place until: a. the habitat creation and enhancement works set out in the approved 
(HMMP) have been completed; and b. a completion report, evidencing the completed habitat 
enhancements, has been submitted to, and approved in writing by the Local Planning 
Authority. The created and/or enhanced habitat specified in the approved (HMMP) shall be 
managed and maintained in accordance with the approved (HMMP).  Monitoring reports 
shall be submitted to local planning authority in writing in accordance with the methodology 
and frequency specified in the approved (HMMP).   
 
Reason:To ensure the development delivers a biodiversity net gain on site in accordance 
with Schedule 7A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (and policy ENV1 etc plus 
any other relevant). 

 
 
Informatives 

 

All work within or affecting the highway should be laid out and constructed by prior arrangement 
with and to the requirements and satisfaction of the Highway Authority, details to be agreed before 
commencement of the works. An application for the necessary works should be made to 
development.management@essexhighways.org Under Section 148 of the Highways Act 1980 it is 
an offence to deposit mud, detritus etc. on the highway. In addition, under Section 161 any person, 
depositing anything on a highway which results in a user of the highway being injured or 
endangered is guilty of an offence. Therefore, the applicant must ensure that no mud or detritus is 
taken onto the highway, such measures include provision of wheel cleaning facilities and 
sweeping/cleaning of the highway.  There shall be no discharge of surface water onto the 
Highway.  Prior to commencement of the development, the areas within the curtilage of the site for 
the purpose of loading / unloading / reception and storage of building materials and manoeuvring 
of all vehicles, including construction traffic shall be provided clear of the highway.  No unbound 
material shall be used in the surface treatment of the vehicular access within 6 metres of the 
highway boundary.    NOTE: Demolition and Construction The developer is referred to the 
attached advisory note Advisory Notes for the Control of Pollution during Construction & 
Demolition Works for the avoidance of pollution during the demolition and construction works. 
Should the applicant require any further guidance they should contact Environmental Control prior 
to the commencement of the works. 

Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) is mandatory from 12th February 2024 under Schedule 7A of the 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as inserted by Schedule 14 of the Environment Act 2021). 
Every planning permission granted for the development of land in England shall be deemed to 
have been granted subject to the following condition precedent: Development may not be begun 
unless a) a biodiversity gain plan has been submitted to the planning authority, and b) the planning 
authority has approved the plan. For the purposes of the above, a biodiversity gain plan is a plan 
which a) relates to development for which planning permission is granted, and b) specifies the 
matters referred to below: a. information about the steps taken or to be taken to minimise the 
adverse effect of the development on the biodiversity of the onsite habitat and any other habitat, b. 
the pre-development biodiversity value of the onsite habitat, c. the post-development biodiversity 
value of the onsite habitat, d. any registered offsite biodiversity gain allocated to the development 
and the biodiversity value of that gain in relation to the development, e. any biodiversity credits 
purchased for the development, and f. such other matters as the Secretary of State may specify by 
regulations. 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 
Date: 

 
  
24 October 2025 
 

 
 
Signed:                 
 
Simon Cairns 
Head of Planning, Sustainability and  
Climate Change 
 

 

Positivity Statement 
 
The Local Planning Authority has acted positively and proactively in determining this application by 
assessing the proposal against all material considerations, including planning policies and any 
representations that may have been received and subsequently determining to grant planning permission 
in accordance with the presumption in favour of sustainable development, as set out within the National 
Planning Policy Framework. 
 
 
 



 

 

Appendix iv 
 

23.10.2025 
Local Plan Website updates 

 
Dear Town and Parish Councils 
The following documents have been finalised and are being added to the Local Plan 
website.  Colchester Local Plan  · Colchester City Council 
  

1. Topic Papers - Topic papers  · Colchester City Council 
  

• Spatial Strategy Topic Paper plus a 2 Page Summary 
Site Allocations Topic Paper plus a 2 Page Summary 
  

2. Evidence base – extensive list of documents  Evidence base and supporting 
documents  · Colchester City Council 

  
    Settlements Evidence Stage 2 
    Summary of Sites Evidence 
  
Additional Topic Papers and Evidence will continue to be uploaded in the next few days / 
next week. 
  
Kind Regards 
  
  
Local Plan 
Place & Client Services 
Colchester City council  
Email: Local.Plan@colchester.gov.uk 
  

 
  

 
 

  



Appendix v 
 
 
Dear Residents, 

 

Housing Needs Survey: 
Chappel & Wakes Colne 

In response to Colchester City Councils recent 
draft revisions to the Local Plan, which 
includes the proposal for 35 new houses in 
Chappel Hill and off of Swan Grove in 
Chappel, the proposal for 200 new houses on 
the land west of Station Road in Wakes Colne 
and other possible small developments, the 
residents of Chappel & Wakes Colne are 
invited to complete a survey and say what 
you think are the requirements for additional 
housing in the villages. The survey includes 
questions relating to the existing housing and 
amenities within the villages and asks what 
requirements you consider are important if 
new housing developments are to be built in 
Chappel & Wakes Colne. 

Hopefully the response to this outline survey 
will highlight the need for a more detailed 
Neighbourhood Plan to be produced, which 
would allow you the villagers, to set out 
future changes in your area by creating 
policies to help influence local factors 
including the right type of development for 
your community. 

 
 

 
This survey has been distributed to every 
household in the Parishes of Chappel and 
Wakes Colne. All responses received will be 
anonymized, with all personal information 
remaining completely confidential. 

Please respond to the survey by 31st January 
2026. You can complete the paper form 
delivered with your Village Reporter 
Magazine and it can be posted in a box at 
Wakes Colne Post Office. Alternatively, the 
form can be downloaded online via the 
Parish Councils or the Village Reporter 
Magazine websites, and this can be copied 
and emailed to 
mandymsexton@hotmail.co.uk. A collation of 
the responses will be published in the Village 
Reporter magazine and on Parish websites 
early next year. 

Thank you very much for your time and 
participation. 



Question 1 
 

Do you live in: 

Chappel 
   Wakes Colne 
 

Question 2 

What is your current housing situation? 

Owner 
Private renting 
Housing Association renting 
Living rent free 

 
Question 3 

What type of property do you live in? 

Detached 
Semi-detached 
Terraced 
Bungalow 
Flat 
Mobile home 

 
Question 4 

How many bedrooms are there in your home? 

1-2 
3-4 
5 or more 

 
Question 5 

Ages and number of people in your home 

Adults Under 21 
22-54 
55-65 
Over 65 
Children 

 
Question 6 

 
Are you planning on expanding your family 
in the next 5 years? 

 
Yes/no 

 
Question 7 

 
Is it possible that members of your family will 
leave home in the next 5 years? 

 
Yes/no 

 
(if no to question 6 &7, move on to question 10) 

Question 8 
 

If you are planning to move, would like to stay 
in the villages in the next five years? 

 
Yes/no 

 
Question 9 

Why would you move home? 

Need for a larger home 
Need to downsize 
Present home too costly to run 
Need easier access and mobility 
Close to public transport 
Existing home is in a poor condition 
Not in a desired location 
Other 

 
Question 10 

 
What do you think are the most important 
features of a home? 

 
Energy efficiency 
A garden 
Accessibility features 
Parking 
Modern facilities 
Close to public transport 
Living close to family and friends 
Other 

 
Question 11 

 
What do you think are the most beneficial 
amenities in Chappel & Wakes Colne? 

 
Village Hall 
Millennium Green 
Post Office 
School 
Churches 
The Swan Public House 
Footpaths and lighting 
Train station 
Bus stops 
Cricket Club 
Playground 
Mobile library 
Others 

 
Question 12 

 
What new or enhanced amenities would you like to see 
in Chappel or Wakes Colne if more houses were to be 
built in the villages. 



 

 

Appendix vi 
 

27.10.2025 
Local Plan Review Timetable 

 
Dear Clerks,    
As you will be aware, Braintree District Council is in the process of updating its Local Plan. The current 
Local Plan is a two-part plan which runs until 2033 and serves as the strategic framework that guides 
the growth and development in the Braintree district. It addresses crucial aspects such as housing, 
employment, infrastructure, and environmental considerations.  
  
We wanted to provide an update to you on the current position of the Local Plan Review.  
  
Having reviewed a series of smaller housing sites earlier this year, the Local Plan Sub-Committee have 
spent the last several weeks reviewing large strategic sites (500+ homes) submitted to the council by 
developers and landowners, alongside new infrastructure such as roads, healthcare and community 
facilities.  
  
Whilst the Committee has agreed for several of these larger sites to be included in their first draft of the 
Councils updated Local Plan, it has become clear that there is still a need to identify sites for the 
remaining 1,097 homes that the Council needs to plan for.  
  
Further evidence on the likely transport and highways impacts of the sites suggested to be included in 
the draft plan is also required. As a result, the council requires more time before it can move forward 
with the planned “Preferred Options” public consultation.   
  
This has meant we are proposing to make some changes to our Local Plan timeline, which can be 
viewed on our website here: https://www.braintree.gov.uk/planning-building-control/local-plan-
review-2/2, with the next stage of consultation known as ‘Preferred Options’ expected to take place in 
February 2026.  
  
The proposed revised timeline needs to be formally set out and approved in an updated Local 
Development Scheme, which will be discussed with members at a Local Plan Sub-Committee in due 
course.  
  
The Preferred Options consultation will ask residents, parish and town councils, stakeholders, businesses 
and any interested parties for views on the draft Local Plan including the proposed sites before any 
final decisions are made on sites.  This will be the next opportunity to have your say and help shape the 
draft Local Plan before the next stage of developing the plan is taken forward in the spring of 2026, 
with the aim of having an updated plan adopted in June 2027.   
  
How residents can keep updated   
There are many ways residents can keep updated on the Local Plan process:   

2. The most up-to-date information on the Local Plan Review and timetable can be found on the 
council’s website at www.braintree.gov.uk/localplanreview 

3. Register to the council’s Local Plan database to get notified first when Local Plan consultations 
launch: https://braintree-consult.objective.co.uk/kse/    

4. Sign up to our planning newsletter to be the first to hear of latest updates relating to planning 
matters including the Local Plan Review: https://pages.news.braintree.gov.uk/p/newsletters   

  
We hope this update is useful. If you have any questions, please contact the Planning Policy Team 
at planningpolicy@braintree.gov.uk.   
  
Kind Regards,  
Sarah Ashton MRTPI  
Head of Planning   



 

 

 
 

Wakes Colne Parish Council 
Award Scheme 2025 
 

 
Wakes Colne Parish Council operates the Wakes Colne Parish Council Award 
Scheme to recognise local parishioners who, over time, have acted in the best 
interests of the village through their good deeds, energy, and enthusiasm. 
 
Nominations Now Open! 
The Parish Council is inviting nominations from community groups and residents, including 
those from adjoining parishes, for individuals or a team who deserve to be recognised for 
their service to the community. 
 
This is an honorary award, and the recipient will receive a framed certificate in recognition 
of their achievement. 
 
Who Can Be Nominated? 
We welcome nominations for anyone who has provided outstanding voluntary service or 
support within the community, including (but not limited to): 

• Village organisation members 
• Religious representatives 
• Charity workers 
• Teachers or carers 
• Postal or shop workers 
• Any other individual or team contributing positively to village life 

 
How to Nominate 
Please send your nomination(s) to the Wakes Colne Parish Clerk at 
clerk@wakescolne-pc.gov.uk 
 
Please Include the following details: 

• The name(s) of the nominee(s) 
• A short description of their contribution or achievement 
• Your name and contact information 

 
2025 Scheme Timescale: 

• Please submit your nominations to Wakes Colne Parish Clerk by 31st December 2025 
• The decision will be announced following the February 2026 Parish Council meeting 
• The award will be presented at the Annual Parish Assembly on the 29th of April 2026  

 

Let’s celebrate those who make our villages 
wonderful places to live! 

 
 






