Wakes Colne Parish Council
Working for your Parish

Minutes of Wakes Colne Parish Council Full Council Meeting held on
Monday 12t January 2024 in the Committee Room at Chappel & Wakes Colne Village Hall

Present: ClIr Peter Chillingworth (Chairperson)
Clir Denise Stocker
CllIr William Sunnucks
Clir Barry Walsh
Jim Morris, acting Parish Clerk
Two members of the public

001/26 Chairman’s Welcome

ClIr Peter Chillingworth welcomed all attendees and formally opened the meeting.

002/26 Apologies for Absence

No apologies for absence had been received.

003/26 Co-Option
No applications for co-option had been received.

004/26 Disclosure of Interests
ClIr Denise Stocker declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Village Hall. Clir Stocker was a frustee
of the Hall.

005/26 Public Participation

A parishioner noted the parish council's thorough draft response to the Local Plan Review,
particularly the points being raised on infrastructure and the A1124. There were concerns raised
over whether improvements to Station Road would be actioned, and both the delivery and
connectivity between the proposed new road and the Al1124.

Response: members noted there had been conflicting information on Station Road. The council
shared the concerns raised that the developer may not carry out improvements unless they were
compelled to. The council would insist that a masterplan for the whole village be provided
alongside any proposails for development of site PP28.

A member of the Station Adopters updated the council on recent progress. Clir Sunnucks was
thanked for donating £1,000 from the Locality Fund. The improvement projects were fully funded
and work was due to begin.

Response: members thanked the parishioner for the update.

0046/26 Minutes of Previous Meeting

1. Minutes of the meeting held on 3< December 2025 were received and approved by the
council and signed as a frue and correct record by the Chairperson.

2. Matters arising from the Minutes of the previous meeting (attached to record Minutes): most
items had been carried over from the December meeting. Clir Walsh assessed three possible
sites for a defibrillator to be installed at Wakes Hall Park. Fitting and electrical requirements



would likely dictate which would be most suitable. Clir Stocker would provide technical
specifications for installation. Clir Chillingworth had collected footpath plans and equipment
from the former Leader of the Footpath Working Group and passed on to the Leader of the
new volunteer Footpath Walking Group. The Group would walk the parish paths annually,
reporting back to the PC on obstructions and condition.

007/26 Finance

1.
2.
3.

4.

5.

Bank balances at end of Q3 would be provided to members via email.

The Actual vs Budget Report for Q3 would be provided to members via email.
Members received and approved payments as presented:

Chappel & Wakes Colne Village Hall  £32.00

Chappel & Wakes Colne Village Hall  £82.00

Villages in Bloom £250.00
A&J Lighting £211.50
A&J Lighting £222.62
Jim Morris

Scribe Accounts £298.80

A payment of £1,000 to the Station Adopters would be made, via receipt of Clir Sunnucks’
Locality Fund.

It was RESOLVED: that all invoices be approved.

To approve purchase of subscription to Scribe accounting software package.

It was RESOLVED: that subscription to Scribe accounts package be approved.

2026-27 Budget:
i. Members considered items for inclusion in the budget for 2026-27 (attached to record
Minutes). Each line of the proposed Budget was assessed and agreed. The Budget would
require a precept of £16,215, which would increase the cost to a Band D property by £2.72
(4.7%).

It was RESOLVED: that the 2026-27 budget be approved.
ii. Members considered the precept requirement of £16,215 for 2026-27 (attached to record
Minutes).

It was RESOLVED: That the precept of £16,215 be unanimously approved. The 2026-27 Precept
Form was signed by the acting Clerk and would be returned to Colchester City Council.

008/26 Planning

1.

w N

Planning Applications:

Ref: 252627

Location: Pound House, Vernons Road, Wakes Colne, CO6 2AH.

Proposal: Replacement dwelling, the planting of trees and hedgerow to the south of Pound
House.

Wakes Colne Parish Council supports Planning Application ref 252627.

Ref: 252756

Location: East Anglia Railway Museum.

Proposal: Application to discharge conditions 6 (landscape details) and 7 (landscape
management plan) to application 201081.

Wakes Colne Parish Council offers no comment on Planning Application ref 252756.

. Planning Appeals: none received.
. Planning Decisions:

Appeal Ref: APP/A1530/W/25/3375049
Location: Georgeons, Parkhurst Green Lane, Wakes Colne, Colchester CO6 2BL
Decision: Appeal dismissed.



4.

Colchester City Council Local Plan Review - Regulation 18 Consultation:

i. Correspondence received from parishioners had been shared with memlbers ahead of the
meeting.

ii. Wakes Colne Parish Council considered and approved its responses to Policies PP28 Land
West of Station Road, and PEP12 Land at Wakes Halll Business Centre.

The Seven Parishes Group had prepared correspondence to be directed to Colchester City
Council (attached at Endnotel).

It was RESOLVED: that the responses to the Local Plan Review be approved, entered to
Colchester City Council, and published on the council’s website.

The proposed correspondence from the Seven Parishes Group was approved.

008/26 Communication & Liagison

1.

2.

3.

Local Government Reorganisation Consultation.

It was RESOLVED: that the item be noted.

Wakes Colne Parish Council Award Scheme 2025: three nominations had been received.
It was RESOLVED: that the nominations be approved.

Correspondence: The new noticeboard had been received. It would be installed on the side
of the shop by the current owners.

It was RESOLVED: that the items be noted.

009/26 Items for Consideration on a Future Agenda

Villages in Bloom License applications; Section 106; Highways (issues & updates); Coffee Morning;
Oral Histories Project (April meeting).

010/26 To Confirm Date & Time of Next Meeting

Next meeting date: 4" February 2026 at 7:15 pm.

012/26 Closure of the Meeting

The meeting closed at 2112hrs.

Signed: ..o DAt i,



i Statement on behalf of the Parish Councils west of Colchester, Aldham, Chappel, Copford with
Easthorpe, Eight Ash Green, Gt Tey, Marks Tey & Wakes Colne.

The City Council's Preferred Options proposes housing allocations across the seven parishes on the
west side of Colchester that are likely to result in a doubling of the population over the fifteen years
to 2041. A number of the allocations cross parish boundaries - PP32 (Eight Ash Green & Aldham),
PP18 (Marks Tey, Gt Tey & Aldham), PP17 (Marks Tey & Copford). Furthermore, the seven parishes
share common concerns and all are impacted by the allocation of Marks Tey as a future Growth
Areaq, fraffic issues on the A12, A120 and A1124, access to Marks Tey station, and the impact of any
future allocations in the forthcoming Review of the Braintree Local Plan to the west.

Each Parish has made its own representations to the Preferred Options but we believe there is a
significant benefit if we can engage positively with the City Council as a single Group over the next
six months, to refine and shape the Reg.19 Draft before it is published. The objective is to help
produce a Local Plan that can effectively deliver the right development, in the right location, at the
right time, with the necessary infrastructure and mitigation for our communities.

We recognise the City Council is not in a position to reduce the total number of new homes it has to
plan for because of Government policy. However, it is important for our communities that we do our
utmost to ensure firstly; that any new development is in the best location, secondly that it is
strategically planned within an overall growth strategy, and thirdly; that the policies are in place to
secure the right infrastructure is delivered where and when it is needed. We do not believe the
Preferred Options achieve any of these objectives in its present form. It leaves the burden of design
and proof on individual isolated developments across the seven parishes with the risk of speculative,
piecemeal and premature applications over the next year.

Neighbourhood Plans are a limited option given the time scale, and the way the Preferred Options
document has been prepared to date, but they do give a view of the communities aspirations for
their area. We would urge the City Council fo engage with us now and listen to the views of locall
communities, in order that we can be in a position to support the Plan at Examination rather than
oppose it. Marks Tey, Copford, Eight Ash Green and Aldham Parish Councils are already actively
seeking to do this, but it requires collaboration to succeed and there are high levels of cynicism
within all the villages that the City Council is sensitive to existing local communities.

The amount of growth envisaged for our villages in the Preferred Options impacts across parish
boundaries and cannot be effectively communicated just by individual Parish Councils completing
the prescriptive format for responding to the Preferred Option Consultation. We are looking fo
supplement this with an agreed protocol through which the Seven Parishes can take an active role
in helping the City Council finalise the Plan, with regular engagement across an agreed range of
issues. This should include a vision and detailed and strategy for growth, site allocations, funding and
delivery of infrastructure and mitigation through s106 and or CIL, and phasing of development to
align with infrastructure delivery. Infrastructure should include not just roads and public transport, but
active travel, education, green space, medical services and social facilities o support a much
larger population in 2041 and beyond.



203/25

Appendix ii.
Matters & Actions Arising

Minutes of Previous Meeting

ACTION: Risk Assessment for Footpath Volunteer Group to be prepared.

207/25

ACTION:

Website
Review published Policies.

211/2025 - Finance

ACTION:

227/25

ACTION:
ACTION:

228/25

ACTION:

231/25

ACTION:

242/25

ACTION:
ACTION:

243/25

ACTION:

244/25

ACTION:

252401.

246/25
ACTION

ClIr Stocker to enter VAT reclaim.

Highways Issues
ClIr Stocker to seek further prices for WCPC-branded hi-vis.
ClIr Stocker to explore provision of defibrillator training.

$106
ClIr Stocker to seek further quotes for a defibrillator to be installed at Wakes Hall.

Communication & Liaison
CliIr Chillingworth to liaise with Chappell Parish Council over monthly Open Morning.

Highways Issues
ClIr Stocker to seek quotes for solar light.
ClIr Stocker to contact former parish councillors regarding trees.

S106
ClIr Walsh to assess sites for a defibrillator at Wakes Hall.

Planning
CliIrs Chillingworth, Stocker, & Sunnucks to prepare response on Planning Application ref.

Communication & Liaison

: ClIrs Chillingworth & Stocker to liaise on LGR Consultation response.



Budget 2026-27

BUDGET Year to Date BUDGET
2025-2026 01.04.25-30.11.25 2026-27
Precept | £ 15,566.00 £ 15,566.00 £ 16,215.00 | 4.7% Precept increase per Band D (£57.28 - £59.99)
CCC Grant | £ 759.00 £ 759.00 £ 759.00
Otherlncome / Grant | £ - £ - £ -
Bank Interest | £ - £ 187.62 £ 180.00 | estimate based on 25/26
S106 | £ - £ - £ -
VAT Refund | £ - £ - £ -
TOTAL | £ 16,325.00 £ 16,512.62 £ 17,154.00
EMPLOYEE COSTS
Salary | £ 4,113.00 £ 5,228.01 £ 6,495.00 | first months 16.35 post probation 18.35
Clerko/t | £ - £ - £ -
Home Working Allowance | £ 300.00 £ 77.58 £ 312.00
Clerk exps/Mileage | £ 60.00 £ 32486 £ 55.00 | estimate
pension 3% employer contribution £ 195.00 | 3% on salary
Payroll provider £ 150.00 | contingency for payroll support
Consultant £ -
HMRC employers contribution £ 221.00 | 15% on £1500 ( >5000)
TOTAL | £ 4,473.00 £ 563045 £ 7,428.00
General Admin
Insurance | £ 578.00 £ 578.89 £ 651.00 | £620 + 5% max (3 year deal)
Audit Fees | £ 125.00 £ 120.00 £ 260.00 | quote received incls travel
Village Hall Hire | £ 320.00 £ 42500 &£ 452.00 | incl parish assembly @ 16.50 + 4 x interviews @ £18
Fees & Subscriptions | £ 530.00 £ 287.28
EALC | £ - £ 179.00 | same as last year
SLCC | £ - £ 215.00 | new memberships
CALC | £ - £ 35.00 | same as last year
ICO Data Protection | £ - £ 50.00 | same as last year
Scribe Accounts | £ - £ 372.00
Training | £ 525.00 £ 2580 £ 135.00 | new & adv £280 + £260 less 75% (BURSARY AVAILABLE)
Bank Charges | £ 72.00 £ 7400 £ 84.00
Legal cost /Advise | £ 450.00 £ - £ 1,240.00
Parish Election | £ - £ - £ -
TOTAL | £ 2,600.00 £ 1,510.97 £ 3,673.00
Parish Projects & Spending
Defibrillator | £ 400.00 83.53 &£ 274.00 | pads and battery incls vat
Parish Open Spaces & Verges | £ 480.00 4,371.70 £ -
A1124T&LC £ 960.00 | 960 + 20% vat = £1152
JPB £ 440.00 | £50 + vat = £60 per visit
Footpaths | £ 270.00 £ - £ 150.00 | ad hoc maintenace
Street Lighting | £ 575.00 £ 26723 £ 230.00
Projects - Station Road | £ - £ - £ -
Donations / Grants | £ 4,000.00 £ 1,252.72 &£ -
Chappel PC Grant £ 500.00
Village Hall £ -
PCC £ 600.00
Villages in Bloom £ 500.00
Asset Maintenance, YAS, bo‘ok £ 125000 £ 1.861.19
exchange, Contingencies
A&J Lighting maintanence £ 289.00 | no increase although parts may increase
solagen £ -
Laptop purchase £ -
community notice board (s106) £ -
Solar light for bus stop £ 210.00 | estimate cost
Bus shelter painting £ 1,000.00 | paint both bus shelters
Planters maintenance | £ 500.00 £ 422.06 £ 250.00 | to VIB for maintenance
Oral History Memories Project | £ 1,777.00 £ 52.15 £ 650.00
TOTAL | £ 9,252.00 £ 8,310.58 £ 6,053.00
TOTAL EXPENDITURE | £ 16,325.00 £ 15,452.00 £ 17,154.00
INCOME / EXPENDITURE TOTAL | £ - £ 1,060.62 £ - Balanced




PARISH PRECEPT 2026/2027

Please complete the highlighted cells and return this form to Corporate Services (for the attention of Zoey Latham
or Georgia Norton) by the 16 January 2026. If possible please do this by e-mail to zoey.latham@colchester.gov.uk
/ georgia.norton@colchester.gov.uk

Parish |[Wakes Colne

PART A - For Completion

£
Total Gross Expenditure to be incurred direct by the Parish Council 17154
Less: Income received by Parish (exclude grants from City Council) 180
Less: Grants from City Council 759
= Net requirement of Parish Council for 16215
Less: Proposed use of balances held by Parish
= Parish Precept on City Council 16215
PART B - For Information
Calculation of Indicative Tax
Precept from above 16215
Divide by Tax Base (equivalent band D properties) 270.3
= Council Tax for Parish Purposes 59.99

Signed

Clerk to the Council

Date






