Wakes Colne Parish Councll

Working for your Parish

Minutes of Wakes Colne Parish Council Full Council Meeting held on
Wednesday 4t February 2026 in the Committee Room at Chappel & Wakes Colne Village Hall

Present: Clir Peter Chilingworth (Chairperson)
CliIr Denise Stocker
CliIr William Sunnucks
Jim Morris, acting Parish Clerk
ClIr Sara Naylor, Lexden & Braiswick Ward

013/26 Chairman’s Welcome
CliIr Peter Chilingworth welcomed all attendees and formally opened the meeting.

014/26 Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Clir Barry Walsh.

015/26 Co-Option
No applications for co-option were received.

016/26 Disclosure of Interests

ClIr Denise Stocker declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Village Hall. Clir Stocker was a trustee
of the Hall.

ClIr William Sunnucks declared a non-pecuniary interest that had arisen since the previous
meeting. Nicholas Percival, a land promoter in Wakes Colne, had been appointed as agent to
negotiate a rent review on a business operated by Clir Sunnucks’ family.

017/26 Public Participation
No comments or questions were received.

018/26 Minutes of Previous Meeting

1. Minutes of the meeting held on 12" January 2026 were received and approved by the
council and signed as a frue and correct record by the Chairperson.

2. Matters arising from the Minutes of the previous meeting (attached to record Minutes): reports
on VAT126 and hi-vis jackets were to be discussed at the meeting. ClIr Stocker had been
developing an appropriate risk assessment and considering PPE for the Footpath Group,
which would be sent to members for review, and had been carrying out a Policy review. The
council’s precept requirement, and responses to the Local Plan Consultation had been
entered. Defibrillator training would be deferred until the new unit had been installed. Any
minor works to four ash trees and one maple on the A1124 would be looked after by the
parish council in the foreseeable future.

019/26 Representatives’ Reports
1. CCC Lexden & Braiswick ClIr Sara Naylor had attended in place of ECC Constable Division
ClIr Lewis Barber. ClIir Naylor would be standing as the Conservative candidate for




Constable Division in the elections scheduled for May 2026. She sought to understand the
issues faced by parishes in the Division, and would gladly attend future meetings.

Members offered thanks to Clir Barber for his work representing Constable Division.

CCC Rural North Ward CliIr William Sunnucks offered a report to the meeting. It had been
confirmed that local elections would take place in May. The Local Plan Committee
meeting was forthcoming, as was the City Council’s Budget meeting. The council was
selling assets hurriedly and undervalue, looking to balance its books as services would need
to continue. Clir Sunnucks was pressing for a numbers-led approach to Local Government
Reorganisation (LGR). The Government’s decision on LGR was yet to be resolved.

020/26 Highways

1.

Fluorescent branded jackets: Clir Stocker had located PPE previously bought by the
council. The existing PPE would be assessed for suitability.

It was RESOLVED: that the report be noted.

Villages in Bloom: Licenses for installing planters on land owned by ECC Highways had been
entered. Further conditions had to be resolved, but progress was being made. Members
noted the efforts of the Villages in Bloom volunteers.

It was RESOLVED: that that the report be noted.

021/26 Section 106

1.

2.

Members received and considered an update on the allocation of available Section 106
contributions. The Cricket Club had ordered its wish list into order of importance. Clir Stocker
was seeking quotes for a new noticeboard at Middle Green. Clir Sunnucks was attempting
to ensure CCC would adopt Community Infrastructure Levy in tandem with making its Locall
Plan, which would benefit parish councils with a made Neighbourhood Plan.

It was RESOLVED: that the report be noted.

Defibrillator at Wakes Hall Park: an update would be provided at a future meeting.

022/26 Planning

To receive & consider any items regarding Planning affecting Wakes Colne. Any items
received between the Agenda date and the meeting may also be considered.

1.

AOWN

Planning Applications: none received. ClIr Stocker had emailed Planning Services after it
had become apparent that the parish council had not been notified of new planning
applications, nor had its responses been uploaded to the City Council’s website.

Planning Appeals: none received.

Planning Decisions: none received.

Local Plan Policy PP28. The likely developer of the land included in Policy PP28 had suggested
hosting an exhibition and information session at the Village Hall.

It was RESOLVED: that further information on a date for the exhibition be sought.

. Seven Parishes letter to Clir Luxford Vaughan, CCC Portfolio holder for Planning & Sustainable

Development (attached to record Minutes). The letter, on behalf of Aldham, Chappel, Copford
with Easthorpe, Eight Ash Green, Great Tey, Marks Tey, and Wakes Colne Parish Councils, had
been sent. The letter and statement (Minute ref. 022/26.6) had attracted local press coverage.
It was RESOLVED: that the report be noted.

Seven Parishes statement regarding CCC Local Plan Preferred Options (attached to record
Minutes).

It was RESOLVED: that the statement be noted.

Chappel & Wakes Colne Housing Needs Survey: The survey had closed on 31+ January, having
received around eighty responses. The representations would be collated and shared by
Chappel Parish Council at a future date.

It was RESOLVED: that the item be noted.



8.

Braintree District Council Local Plan Review (attached to record Minutes). BDC had stated that
the 6-week Regulation 18 Consultation would begin on 19 February 2026, closing Maundy
Thursday.

It was RESOLVED: that the item be noted.

023/26 Finance

1.

ClIr Stocker had entered VAT126 reclaims for 2023-24, totalling £769.65, which had been
received, and 2024-25, totalling £1,202.37, which remained pending.
It was RESOLVED: that the report be noted.

. Members received and considered Unity Bank reconciliations at 31.01.2026. Clir Sunnucks’

Community Fund grant to the Station Adopters had been received by the parish council and
provided to the organisation.

It was RESOLVED: that the item be noted. Clir Sunnucks had received pictures of the Station
Adopters’ works undertaken with the grant.

. Members received and considered the Actual vs Budget Report to 31.01.26 (tabled at

meeting).
It was RESOLVED: that the report be noted.

. Members received and considered invoices presented for payment:

Greenbarnes Ltd (Community Notice Board) £818.09 £163.31 VAT £981.70
Chappel & Wakes Colne Village Hall — hall hire £26.00 £26.00
ClIr Stocker (printing expenses) £57.00 £57.00
EALC training £84.00 £16.80 VAT £100.80
Jim Morris £212.50 £212.50
Scribe Accounting Software £31.00 £6.20 VAT  £37.20
JPB £725.00 £145.00 VAT £870.00

It was RESOLVED: that all invoices be approved.

. Members received and considered a report on exiting the Local Government Pension

Scheme. It had previously been mediated that the cost of leaving the scheme would likely be
in the region of £3,000, but recent communications had indicated a revised likely figure of
£480. Confirmation that no further costs would be applied was imminent.

It was RESOLVED: that the item be progressed.

. Members received and considered an update to Unity Trust Bank signatories and access

levels, removing former staff members and adding Clir Stocker’s details as the primary
contact.
It was RESOLVED: that the item be progressed.

. Members received and considered Unity Trust Bank revised charges and interest rates

(attached to record Minutes).
It was RESOLVED: that the revised charges and interest rates be noted.

024/26 Communication & Liagison

1.

Members received and considered representative’s reports on parish council Working Groups,
outside bodies, and training courses. Clir Stocker noted that the Village Hall was seeking in the

region of £57,000 grant funding fowards maintaining the roof, installing solar panels, purchasing
a new screen, and resurfacing the car park, including clearly-defined accessible parking.

It was RESOLVED: that the report be noted.

. Members received and considered notes of the Four Parishes meeting held 06.01.26 (attached

to record Minutes). Clir Stocker had attended on behalf of Wakes Colne, and the meeting had
been wide-ranging and useful. Wakes Colne would host the next meeting, which would be
scheduled for March 2026.

It was RESOLVED: that the report be noted.



3. ClIr Chillingworth noted that discussions on the proposed monthly open morning with coffee
were ongoing.

It was RESOLVED: that the report be noted.

4. Members received and considered further correspondence. Liaison with Essex Association of
Local Councils had been undertaken over attendance at training courses, which had resulted
in a confirmed place at a future course. ClIir Stocker was due to attend Assertion 10 training.
Successful Parishioner of the Year recipients had been contacted. A speaker on increasing
wildlife in the garden had been secured for the Parish Assembly. A letter regarding provision of a
minibus service to shops at Stanway had been received and would be considered as an
Agenda item at a future meeting.

It was RESOLVED: that the items be noted.

025/26 Items for Consideration on a Future Agenda
Open morning with coffee; minibus service to Stanway; e-newsletter; Oral Histories Project (April
meeting).

026/26 To Confirm Date & Time of Next Meeting
Next meeting date: 4" March 2026 at 7:15 pm.

027/26 Closure of the Meeting
The meeting closed at 2110hrs.

Signed: ..o Date: i,
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Appendix ii.
Matters & Actions Arising

Minutes of Previous Meeting
Risk Assessment for Footpath Volunteer Group to be prepared.

Website
Review published Policies.

Highways Issues
ClIr Stocker to seek further prices for WCPC-branded hi-vis.
ClIr Stocker to explore provision of defibrillator training, once a second unit has been

Communication & Liaison
CliIr Chillingworth to liaise with Chappell Parish Council over monthly Open Morning.

Highways Issues
ClIr Stocker to seek quotes for solar light.

Matters Arising
ClIr Stocker to provide technical / installation details for defibrillator at Wakes Hall.

Planning
ClIr Stocker to liaise with PP28 landholder over public exhibition.

Finance
ClIr Stocker to progress exit of the Local Government Pension Scheme.





