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Wakes Colne Parish Councll

Working for your Parish

| WAKES COLNE

Minutes of Wakes Colne Parish Council Full Council Meeting held on
Wednesday 4" March 2026 at Chappel & Wakes Colne Village Hall

Present: CliIr Peter Chilingworth (Chairperson)
Clir Denise Stocker
ClIr William Sunnucks
ClIr Barry Walsh
Jim Morris, acting Parish Clerk
Two members of the public
Clir Sara Naylor, Lexden & Braiswick Ward

028/26 Chairman’s Welcome
ClIr Peter Chillingworth welcomed all attendees and formally opened the meeting.

029/26 Apologies for Absence
No apologies for absence were received.

030/26 Co-Option
No applications for co-option were received.

031/26 Disclosure of Interests

ClIr Denise Stocker declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Village Hall. Clir Stocker was a trustee
of the Hall.

ClIr William Sunnucks declared an ongoing non-pecuniary interest that was unrelated to any
Agenda items. Nicholas Percival, a land promoter in Wakes Colne, had been appointed as
agent to negotiate a rent review on a business operated by Clir Sunnucks’ family.

032/26 Public Participation

A member of the public raised issues caused by the ongoing Earls Colne Gas Main Replacement,
which was continuing to cause significant disruption for residents. Access to services such as the
pharmacy had been badly affected and the diversion route had been impossible to navigate,
with poor signage and damage to minor roads from increased traffic. Bus service disruption was
a particular concern for vulnerable residents and those unable to drive.

Response: The council discussed alternatives such as community shuttle services and noted that
neighbouring parishes faced the same disruption. A temporary arrangement had been made to
help residents collect prescriptions during White Colne Warm Hub mornings.

A member of the public noted the poor first fixes carried out on local potholes, with questions
about contractor accountability and repair standards.

Response: Councillors acknowledged the issue and considered gathering evidence to escalate
concerns to the county council.

A member of the public noted issues with Planning Application 260139, which was due to be
considered under Agenda item 036/26.1.

Response: Members noted the raised objections and would discuss the item fully under Agenda
item 036/26.1.
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033/26 Minutes of Previous Meeting

1.

2.

Minutes of the meeting held on 4th February 2026 were received and approved by the
council and signed as a true and correct record by the Chairperson.

Members received and considered Matters and Actions arising from the Minutes of previous
meetings (attached to record Minutes): hi-vis jackets, Open Morning, PP28 Public Exhibition,
and Local Government Pension Scheme were due to be discussed. Defibrillator training
would be considered once a second unit had been installed, with possible locations being
discussed with residents and landowners, and the replacement solar light was planned but
not considered urgent due to lighter seasonal conditions. Updates to council governance
documents were being progressed, and a new IT Policy created. The documents would be
reviewed and approved at a future meeting.

034/26 Representatives’ Reports

1

. Councillor Stocker provided a Clerk’s Report to the meeting, notfing items that weren't

necessarily on the Agenda but were being worked on in the background, nonetheless. The
Report was being continuously updated.

. CCC Rural North Ward Clir William Sunnucks offered a report to the meeting, including an

update on the Local Plan and regional development proposals, large housing allocations and
the lack of supporting infrastructure, particularly in relation to fransport and road capacity. The
Regulation 19 Consultation may alter some of the allocations, given the three thousand
responses gained. Some powerful councillors were trying to lobby allocations out of their
wards. A test was forthcoming in the guise of a Planning Application due to be considered
at Committee, recommended for approval, on the A1124 at Foxes Corner for 250 houses.

. ECC Constable Division Clir Lewis Barber had written to parishes requesting submissions to

the County’s Winter Repairs Programme. ClIr Stocker had responded with a list.

035/26 Highways

1

. Members received and considered quotes for fluorescent branded jackets (attached to

record Minutes).
It was RESOLVED: that the quote by Jax First Aid be approved.

. Members noted that applications for Licenses had been approved for Villages in Bloom to

place planters on land owned by ECC Highways had been progressed and approval was
expected imminently.
It was RESOLVED: that that the report be noted.

036/26 Planning

To receive & consider any items regarding Planning affecting Wakes Colne. Any items
received between the Agenda date and the meeting may also be considered.

1.

Planning Applications:

Ref: 260319

Location: Georgeons, Parkhurst Green Lane, Wakes Colne, Colchester, CO6 2BL.

Proposal: Conversion of existing rural building to form single storey one bedroom dwelling.
Response: The Parish Council noted comments made by a member of the public. Following
discussion, it was agreed to draft an appropriate response to the Planning Department
Planning Appeals: none received.

Planning Decisions: none received.

. Local Plan Policies PP28 & PEP12: Residents’ Comments from Wakes Colne Public Consultation

6 December 2025 (attached to record Minutes).
It was RESOLVED: that the report be noted.

. Local Plan Policies PP28 & PEP12: CCC Officer Summary of Representations to the Regulation 18

Draft Colchester Local Plan Consultation (attached to record Minutes).
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It was RESOLVED: that the report be noted.

. Statement to the Local Plan Committee, 11 Feb 2026, on behalf of Aldham, Chappel, Copford

with Easthorpe, Eight Ash Green, Great Tey, Marks Tey, and Wakes Colne Parish Councils
(attached to record Minutes).
It was RESOLVED: that the report be noted.

. Local Plan Policy PP28: Clir Stocker provided a report on recent discussions with the Planning

Consultant for Policy PP28 over hosting an event at the Village Hall. The venue had been
booked for 25" March.
It was RESOLVED: that the report be noted.

. Braintree District Council Local Plan Review: the Consultation document had been published.

The council would licise with adjacent parishes over formulating a response.
It was RESOLVED: that the Consultation be noted.

037/26 Finance

1.

2.

Members received and considered Unity Bank reconciliations at 28.02.2026.

It was RESOLVED: that the reconciliations be approved.

Members received and considered the Actual vs Budget Report to 28.02.26 (tabled at
meeting). The council was on course to finish the year within budget.

It was RESOLVED: that the report be noted.

. Members received and considered invoices presented for payment:

Essex Pensions Fund £480.00 £96.00 VAT £576.00
Dunmow Training £25.00 £5.00 VAT  £30.00
Chappel & Wakes Colne Village Hall £33.00 £33.00
Jim Morris £218.75 £218.75
Greenbarnes Ltd £10.30 £2.06 VAT £12.36
Scribe Accounting Software £31.00 £6.20 VAT  £37.20

It was RESOLVED: that all invoices be approved.

. Local Government Pension Scheme: the council had successfully exited the scheme.

It was RESOLVED: that the item be noted.

. Unity Trust Bank signatories and access levels had been successfully adjusted to reflect the

council's current members.
It was RESOLVED: that the item be noted.

038/26 Communication & Liaison

1.

Correspondence regarding shuttle bus service to Stanway. Community 360 had approached
CliIr Chillingworth to offer an extended service, to include Wakes Colne. Although possibly
welcome, members expressed concern that the successful local shop could be undermined.
It was RESOLVED: that the council would not actively promote the service but would not seek
to prevent it, if infroduced independently.

. Open morning with coffee.

It was RESOLVED: that the item be considered at a future meeting.

. Assertion 10 compliance: CliIr Stocker provided a report to the meeting (attached at Footnote').

Members noted alterations needed to working practices need in order to be compliant with the
Assertion. Policies regarding Data Protection, and IT would be considered at a future meeting.

It was RESOLVED: that the report be noted and protocols for compliance with Assertion 10 be
progressed.

. Parish Council e-newsletter (attached to record Minutes). Clir Stocker provided a comparison of

possible e-newsletter providers.
It was RESOLVED: that Mail Chimp be approved for use.

CHAIR SIGNATURE: DATE: PAGE 3



Amendment to Attendees — see agenda item 062/26.2 Wakes Colne Parish Council Annual Meeting 6 May 2026

5. Parish Councillor recruitment.
It was RESOLVED: that the item be considered at a future meeting.

039/26 ltems for Consideration on a Future Agenda
Open morning with coffee; Oral Histories Project; Data Protection and IT Policies.

040/26 To Confirm Date & Time of Next Meeting
Next meeting date: 15" April 2026 at 7:15 pm.

041/26 Closure of the Meeting
The meeting closed at 2110hrs.

Signed: .o Date: o

1 As part of approving the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), you will be asked to confirm
that the council complies with “Assertion 10" in the 2025 Practitioners’ Guide.

WHAT IS ASSERTION 10?

Assertion 10 is a new governance requirement covering how the council manages: its email and domain, its
website and accessibility, its IT security, Personal data (GDPR compliance).

When we tick “Yes" to Assertion 10, we are formally confirming that we meet accepted digital and data
governance standards.

WHY DOES THIS MATTER?

Parish and town councils increasingly hold personal data, publish statutory information online, and conduct
business electronically. Poor digital governance can lead to : data breaches, ICO complaints, Audit
challenges, reputational damage, inability to lawfully confirm the AGAR.

Assertion 10 ensures councils treat digital governance as seriously as financial governance.

WHAT ARE WE CONFIRMING IF WE TICK “YES"?

By ticking "Yes", councillors are confirming that: the council owns and controls its official domain name,
Councillors and staff use council-issued email addresses (not personal Gmail/Hotmail accounts) for council
business, email and digital systems are secure (strong passwords, good practice), the council website meets
accessibility standards and publishes required documents, the council has adopted an IT Policy, the council is
registered with the ICO, GDPR requirements are in place (Privacy Noftice, data retention schedule, breach
procedures), digital and data compliance has been reviewed before signing the AGAR.

This is a collective governance responsibility — not just the Clerk’s responsibility.

WHEN SHOULD WE NOT TICK “YES"?

If we do not: have a council-owned domain, use official council email addresses, have an adopted IT policy,
maintain GDPR documentation, or meet website accessibility requirements, then we should not confirm
compliance until those gaps are resolved.

WHAT SHOULD COUNCILLORS DO?

Before approving the AGAR: review the council’s digital and data arrangements, ask for evidence where
needed, ensure compliance is recorded in the Minutes, and only approve Assertion 10 if satisfied it is accurate.
In summary:

Assertion 10 is about demonstrating that we manage our digital systems and personal data properly, securely,
and lawfully. It is now a formal governance responsibility and should be treated with the same seriousness as
financial controls.
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Matters & Actions Arising

203/25 Minutes of Previous Meeting
ACTION: Risk Assessment for Footpath Volunteer Group to be prepared.

207/25 Website
ACTION: Review published Policies.

227/25 Highways Issues
ACTION: Explore provision of defibrillator training, once a second unit has been installed.

231/25 Communication & Liaison
ACTION: ClIr Chillingworth to liaise with Chappell Parish Council over monthly Open Morning.

242/25 Highways Issues
ACTION: ClIr Stocker to seek quotes for solar light.

006/26 Matters Arising
ACTION: ClIr Stocker to provide technical / installation details for defibrillator at Wakes Hall.

038/26 Communication & Liaison

ACTION: IT, Data Protection, and other Policies to be reviewed for suitability with regards to
compliance with Assertion 10.
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