
 

 

Minutes of the Wakes Colne Parish Council  
Full Council Meeting held on 

Wednesday 2nd July 2025  
In the Main Hall at Chappel & Wakes Colne Village Hall 

 
 
 

Date: Wednesday 2nd July 2025 

Time: 7:15 pm 

Venue: Wakes Colne Village Hall 

In the Chair: Cllr Peter Chillingworth 

Present: Cllr William Sunnucks, Cllr Barry Walsh, Cllr Denise Stocker 

Clerk/RFO: Mrs Nandita Nandi 

149/2025 To Receive Notification from Any Person or Persons Present of Intent 

to Record the Meeting 

The Clerk confirmed that the meeting was being recorded. 

150/2025 Chairman’s Welcome 

Cllr Chillingworth welcomed councillors and members of the public. 

151/2025 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies received from Cllr T Rowe and Cllr D Laws. 

152/2025 To Approve the Minutes of the Last Meeting  

The minutes of the 4th of June meeting were reviewed and unanimously approved. 

153/2025 Co-option of New Councillor(s) to Wakes Colne Parish Council 

Members noted ongoing outreach to potential candidates. It was agreed to continue 

recruitment efforts and revisit applications at a future meeting. 

154/2025 Declaration of Members’ Interests 

Cllr Denise Stocker declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Village Hall. No other 

interests were declared. 

155/2025 Public Participation 

A resident presented a proposal for a “Village in Bloom” scheme: 

Publicity via Village Reporter, council website, and social media to recruit volunteers. 

• Proposed collaboration with: Men’s Shed (planters), Arts Club (decorations), 

Railway Museum (display bases), local school, and church. 

• Display sites to be selected for visibility and safety; landowner permission to 

be sought. 

• Funding via sponsorship; plants to be supplied by volunteer growers. 

• Clarification: Men’s Shed is a wellbeing initiative, not the organising body of 

the project. 

Action: Resident to submit a written proposal to the Clerk. Clerk to add the item to 

the next agenda. 



 

 

156/2025 ECC Cllr. L. Barber Report 

No report received; item deferred to September. 

157/2025 CCC Cllr. W. Sunnucks Report 

• Local Government Reform: Ongoing debate over structure of unitary 

authorities; key dates include mayoral election (May 2026), shadow 

authorities (2027), implementation (2028). 

• Ceremonial Functions: Discussion on devolving mayoral and civic services to 

parishes or joint committees. 

• Garden Communities & Local Plan: Delay in infrastructure assessment risks 

speculative applications and government intervention. 

• No further update on the Colchester Draft Local Plan 

158/2025 Highways Issues – Update 

• Bus shelters: Wakes Hall Park A1124 shelters, not new stops. Cllr Denise 

Stocker has requested update from Cllr. Lewis Barber. Item already features 

on Highways Schedule. 

• Defect reporting: Pavement defects close to the BT Box/shop forecourt and 

repairs Kerb defects adjacent to the shop both remaining outstanding and 

await ECC inspection and scheduling. Items already feature on Highways 

Schedule. 

• Station Road, New Build. Large construction vehicles have been used to 

deliver materials to a new build development on Station Road which have 

caused congestion and road blockages. ACTION: Parish Clerk to liaise with 

Chairman to write to house owner requesting that smaller delivery 

vehicles are used where possible. 

159/2025 A1124 Clearance – Update re Ongoing Maintenance of Pathway 

• Historical land acquisition by ECC for widening; ongoing responsibility 

confirmed with Highways. Cllr Barry Walsh noted that verge maintenance 

alongside the A1124 is the responsibility of Essex County Council Highways. 

The parish has previously funded vegetation maintenance (approx. £3,500) 

Highways priorities delayed clearance. 

• Agreed to negotiate a small-scale maintenance agreement (e.g., quarterly 

clearances) with current contractor or ECC. 

Action: Cllr B Walsh to assemble land-ownership documents and convene 

stakeholder meeting and explore ongoing maintenance options. 

160/2025 Grants & S106 Updates 

• All Saints Church Grant: £1,400 request for churchyard maintenance; £500 

award agreed. 

• Section 106 Funds: £10,000 split equally between Cricket Club (£5k) and 

Village Hall (£5k) remains unclaimed. 



 

 

• Action: Clerk to meet Cricket Club to confirm project details and funding 

eligibility; update S106 schedule. 

161/2025 Website Migration – Update 

• org.uk domain Active; exploring redirect from.gov.uk. 

• Outstanding edits (email links, headers, legacy “e-voice” references) remain 

with IT contractor. 

• Action: Clerk to circulate a consolidated list of amendments; Cllr B Walsh to 

receive back-end access and chase completion. 

162/2025 Insurance Policy Review – Update 

• Zurich renewal documentation received. Clerk reviewing asset cover (street 

furniture, play equipment, etc.) and preparing revised schedule and premium. 

• Portal login issues to be resolved before next meeting. 

163/2025 Data Protection Renewal for 2025/26 – Update 

• Renewal paperwork has been issued by the Data Protection Officer. 

Action: Clerk confirmed that the Direct Debit will be set up for the 2025/26 

renewal. 

164/2025 Planning Applications 

Ref: 250990 Barn East Of, Old House Farm, Bures Road, Wakes Colne CO6 2DR 

• Proposal: timber-frame conservation, window renewal, stone/brick floor finish, 

plinth rebuilding, rainwater goods installation, reed-thatch renewal. 

• Resolved: No objection. 

• Action: Clerk to notify CCC Planning and upload comments to parish 

website. 

165/2025 Planning Decisions Made by CCC Affecting Wakes Colne 

None received. 

166/2025 Finance 

1. Bank Balances: Confirmed as of 30th June 2025; £32 interest credited. 

2. Budget Comparison: Deferred to September pending late invoices and 

reconciliation. 

3. Payments for July 2025: Schedule circulated and approved. 

4. Fund Transfer: No transfer required; balances sufficient. 

5. Internet Banking: Unity Trust Bank access progressing; additional 

signatories to be arranged. 

6. Payroll and pension Company Appointment: Agreed to engage provider at 

£11 per month; Clerk to finalise enrolment and maintain overtime timesheets. 



 

 

167/2025 Reports from Outside Bodies, Training Courses, Representatives & 

Working Groups 

• Remote Meetings Policy: Councillors understand that remote/teams’ 

meetings are now permitted; Council to confirm and draft its own policy. 

• Local Plan ‘Infrastructure First’ Debate – organised by CALC: Well-

attended and organised; suggested a debrief session to CALC to capture 

lessons learned. 

168/2025 Correspondence Received 

• A formal note of thanks was extended to Cllr Denise Stocker for her ongoing 

support. 

• CCC continued sending planning updates to former Clerk Action: Clerk to 

write to CCC Planning to update official contact details.No other 

correspondence requiring immediate action. 

ACTION: Clerk to write to CCC Planning to update them with her name & contact 

details. 

• Email received from Mary Reeves regarding Planning Application 251063 – 

Georgeons. 

Action: Clerk to thank Mary Reeves for her comments and advise that the 

Parish Council has registered its own comments on the planning website, 

broadly aligning with her views. 

169/2025 Items for Next Agenda 

• Village in Bloom project discussion 

• Monthly Open Morning with coffee 

• Unity Trust Bank access & signatory update 

• Payroll provider enrolment & timesheet process 

• Website migration amendments 

• Draft remote meetings policy 

170/2025 To Confirm Date and Time of Next Meeting 

Wednesday 3rd September 2025 at 7:15 pm 

Councillors noted 2025 meeting dates: 02.10.25, 06.11.25, 04.12.25 

171/2025 Closure of the Meeting 

Meeting closed at 9:30 pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Signed: 
 
Cllr. Peter Chillingworth, Chairman 
Date: ………………………………… 
 

 


