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Minutes of Wakes Colne Parish Council Annual Meeting held on 

Wednesday 6th May 2026 at Chappel & Wakes Colne Village Hall 
 
Present: Cllr Peter Chillingworth (Chairperson) 
  Cllr Denise Stocker   

Cllr William Sunnucks 
  Cllr Barry Walsh 
  Jim Morris, acting Clerk  
 
057/26 Election of Chairperson 

Cllr Chillingworth was nominated by Cllr Sunnucks, seconded by Cllr Stocker, accepted 
the nomination, and was unanimously elected as Chairperson. Cllr Chillingworth signed 
the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Chairperson. 

 
058/26 Election of Vice-Chairperson 

Cllr Stocker was nominated by Cllr Chillingworth, seconded by Cllr Walsh, accepted the 
nomination, and unanimously elected as Vice-Chairperson. Cllr Stocker signed the 
Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Vice-Chairperson. 

 
059/26 Apologies for Absence 

No apologies for absence were received.  
 
060/26 Co-Option 

No applications for co-option were received.  
 
061/26 Disclosure of Interests 

Cllr Denise Stocker declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Village Hall. Cllr Stocker was 
a trustee of the Hall. 

   
062/26 Minutes  
1.  The Minutes of the meeting held on 1st April 2026 were received and approved by the 

council and signed as a true and correct record by the Chairperson.  
2. An amendment to the Minutes of the meeting held on 4th March 2026, correcting an 

omission on the list of people present, was received and approved by the council and 
signed as a true and correct record by the Chairperson.  

3. Members received and considered Matters and Actions arising from the Minutes of 
previous meetings: Planning response had been entered, the Parish Assembly had been 
widely attended, and the signpost had been repaired. Other items remained ongoing. 

 
063/26 Review of delegation arrangements to Committees, Sub-Committees, Working Groups, 

staff, and other Local Authorities (attached to record Minutes). 
 Members reviewed delegation arrangements to Local Authorities. It was resolved: 

that the document be approved. 
 

 

Wakes Colne Parish Council 
Working for your Parish 
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064/26  Review of the Terms of Reference for Committees (attached to record Minutes). 
 Members resolved to dissolve the council’s Personnel Committee, in accordance with 

Standing Order 4, d, xii. 
 
065/26  Appointment of members to existing Committees. 
 The parish council did not have any Committees. 
 
066/26 Appointment of any new Committees in accordance with Standing Order 4.  

The council did not appoint any new Committees. 
 
067/26 Review and adoption of Standing Orders and Financial Regulations.  

Members reviewed the council’s existing Standing Orders and Financial Regulations. It 
was resolved: that the existing documents be readopted and updated versions be 
considered at a future meeting. 
 

068/26 Review and adoption of Strategic Risk Register (attached to record Minutes). 
 Members received and considered a comprehensively reviewed and updated 

document, prepared by Cllr Stocker. The council engaged in a detailed discussion. It 
was resolved: that the reviewed Strategic Risk Register be approved. 

 
069/26 Review of arrangements (including legal agreements) with other local authorities, not-

for-profit bodies, and businesses (attached to record Minutes). 
Members reviewed the council’s arrangements with other local authorities, not-for-
profit bodies, and businesses. It was resolved: that the document be approved. 

 
070/26 Review of representation on or work with external bodies and arrangements for 

reporting back (attached to record Minutes ref 063/26). 
Members reviewed representation on or work with external bodies and arrangements 
for reporting back. The list had been amalgamated with delegation arrangements to 
Committees, Sub-Committees, Working Groups, staff, and other Local Authorities. It was 
resolved: that the document be approved. 

 
071/26 Review of inventory of land and other assets including buildings and office equipment 

(attached to record Minutes). 
Members reviewed the council’s Fixed Asset Register. It was resolved: that the 
document be approved. 

 
072/26 Confirmation of arrangements for insurance cover in respect of all insurable risks 

(tabled at meeting). 
Members reviewed the council’s insurance cover. It was resolved: that the insurance 
cover with Zurich be approved. 

 
073/26 Review of the Council’s and/or staff subscriptions to other bodies (attached to record 

Minutes ref 063/26). 
Members reviewed subscriptions to other bodies. The list had been amalgamated 
with delegation arrangements to Committees, Sub-Committees, Working Groups, staff, 
and other Local Authorities, and representation on or work with external bodies and 
arrangements for reporting back. The council had subscribed to Essex Association of 
Local Councils (EALC) but declined taking subscriptions to Rural Community Councils 
of Essex (RCCE), and Council Wise. A subscription to the Society of Local Council 
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Clerks (SLCC) had been budgeted. It was resolved: that the document be approved 
and a subscription to SLCC be actioned. 

 
074/26  Review of the Council’s Complaints Procedure (attached to record Minutes). 
 Members received and considered a comprehensively reviewed and updated 

document, prepared by Cllr Stocker. After detailed discussion, it was resolved: that the 
reviewed Complaints Procedure be approved. 

 
075/26 Review of the Council’s Policies, Procedures and Practices in respect of its obligations 

under Freedom of Information and Data Protection legislation (attached to record 
Minutes). 

 It was resolved: that the council’s existing Freedom of Information, Publication Scheme, 
and Data Protection Policies be approved and readopted. 

 
076/26 Review of the Council’s Policy for dealing with the press/media. 
 It was resolved: that a Press / Media Policy be considered at a future meeting. 
 
077/26  Review of the Council’s Employment Policies and Procedures. 
 It was resolved: that the existing Dignity at Work, Disciplinary; Equality & Diversity, 

Grievance, and Health & Safety Policies be approved and readopted. Other 
employment Policies would be reviewed at a future meeting. 

 
078/26 Review of the Council’s expenditure incurred under s.137 of the Local Government Act 

1972. 
 The council had not incurred any expenditure under S137 in 2025-26. Advice on 

expenditure under S137 would be sought at the upcoming Internal Audit. 
 
079/26 Determining the time and place of ordinary meetings of the Council up to and including 

the next Annual Meeting of the Council (attached to record Minutes). 
 It was resolved: to hold eleven meetings in 2026-27, including both December and 

January. The January 2027 meeting was scheduled to take place on Wednesday 13th. 
 
080/26 Finance 
1. Members approved bank reconciliations for 2025-26.  
2. Members noted the Actual vs Budget Report to year-end 2025-26 (attached to record 

Minutes). The council had received £18,539.65 across the financial year, and spent 
£18,909.33, resulting in a deficit of £369.98. 

3. Members received, considered & approved invoices presented for payment: 
 Jim Morris  £362.50 
 Village Hall  £49.50 
 EALC   £210.70 
  Scribe   £37.20 
  Scribe   £37.20 
  A& J Lighting  £55.66 
  Handy King  £130.00 
 JB Landscapes £72.00 
 Zurich insurance £590.26 
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081/26 Planning 
Members received & considered items, including items received after the Agenda 
date, regarding Planning affecting Wakes Colne.  

1.  Planning Applications:  
Ref. 260712 
Location: Wakes Colne Lodge, Lower Green, Wakes Colne, Colchester, CO6 2AZ.  
Proposal: Demolition of single storey rear lean-to element. Part two storey, part single 
storey rear extension. New garage. Relocated vehicle entrance. New front boundary 
wall and gate.  
Consultation Expiry date: 16.05.2026. 
Response: Wakes Colne Parish Council had no objection to Planning Application ref 
260712. 
Ref. 260657 
Location: Land at, Earls Colne Road, Great Tey.  
Proposal: Outline planning application for up to 150 no. residential dwellings, public 
open space, landscaping, a new vehicular access and all other associated works. All 
Matters Reserved, except access. 
Consultation Expiry date: 15.05.2026. 
Response: Cllr Stocker would formulate a response noting the cumulative effect on 
local infrastructure. 

2.  Planning Appeals: none received. 
3.  Planning Decisions:  

Ref. 260319  
Location: Georgeons, Parkhurst Green Lane, Wakes Colne, Colchester, CO6 2BL.  
Decision: Refuse   
Ref. 260428 
Location: New House, Jankes Green Road. 
Decision: Approve 

4.  Highways Licenses for Village in Bloom planters (attached to record Minutes). It was 
resolved: that the Licenses be approved. Cllr Chillingworth signed the paperwork. 

 
082/26 Items for Consideration on a Future Agenda 

Water leak on the A1124; grants; Policy review; and the Annual Governance and 
Accounts Return were suggested. 

 
083/26 To Confirm Date & Time of Next Meeting 

Wednesday 3rd June 2026 at 7:15 pm. Cllr Sunnucks offered apologies for the meeting 
scheduled for 1st July. 

 
084/26 Closure of the Meeting 

The meeting closed at 21.10 hrs 
 
 
Signed: …CLLR P J CHILLINGWORTH   Date: ……3RD JUNE 2026………… 
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Matters & Actions Arising   
 

207/25 Website 
 ACTION: review published policies 
 
242/25 Highways Issues 
 ACTION: Cllr Stocker to seek quotes for solar light. 
 
006/26 Matters Arising 
 ACTION: Cllr Stocker to provide technical / installation details for defibrillator at Wakes Hall. 
 
049/26 Highways  
 ACTION: 20’s plenty – Cllr Stocker to report on the project objectives 
 
053/26 Governance 
 ACTION: Review and comments from Councillors 
 
063/26 Delegation Arrangements to Committees, Sub-Committees, Working Groups, Staff, and 

other Local Authorities | Representation On or Work With External Bodies and 
Arrangements for Reporting Back| The Council’s and/or Staff Subscriptions to Other 
Bodies  

067/26 Standing Orders and Financial Regulations 
068/26 Strategic Risk Register  
069/26 Arrangements (including legal agreements) with other Local Authorities, Not-for-Profit 

Bodies, and Businesses  
074/26 Complaints Procedure  
075/26 Freedom of Information and Data Protection  
077/26 Employment Policies and Procedures 
 ACTION: Adopt / readopt and publish approved Policies 
 
073/26 Subscriptions 
 ACTION: Join the Society of Local Council Clerks 
 
078/26 S137 Expenditure  
 ACTION: Seek advice from Internal Auditor 
 
082/26 Items for Consideration 
 Policies: Financial Regulations 
   Local Government Pension Scheme 
   Press / Media 
   Standing Orders 
   Training & Development 
   VDU Workstation 


