
Appendix i 

 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Minutes of Wakes Colne Parish Council Annual Meeting held on 

Wednesday 3rd June 2026 at Chappel & Wakes Colne Village Hall 
 
Present: Cllr Peter Chillingworth (Chairperson) 
  Cllr Denise Stocker   
  Cllr Barry Walsh 
  Jim Morris, acting Clerk 
  Three members of the public 
 
086/26 Chairperson’s Welcome 

Cllr Chillingworth welcomed members and parishioners to the meeting. 
 
087/26 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr William Sunnucks and Constable 
Division Cllr Sara Naylor. 

 
088/26 Co-Option 

No applications for co-option were received.  
 
089/26 Disclosure of Interests 

Cllr Denise Stocker declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Village Hall. Cllr Stocker was a 
trustee of the Hall.  

    
090/26 Public Session 
  Village Hall Status 

A parishioner presented a proposal to seek locally listed status for the Village Hall, due to its 
significant local historical value. The Hall was over 100 years old and had been used as a 
recruiting station and doctor's surgery, as well as being a community hub. The parishioner 
was seeking support from the Council for the proposal to proceed. 
RESPONSE: The council agreed to offer support and requested that the parishioner also 
attend the upcoming Chappel Parish Council meeting, with the intention to sharing the 
same proposition with them and build wider support. It was noted that the Chappel & Wakes 
Colne Village Hall committee had already received this proposal and were positive. It was 
also noted that a grant application to the Colchester Asset Fund was pending, potentially 
covering kitchen, roof, solar panels, heating, and car park improvements. Additional S106 
monies from a proposed development in Chappel could fund a small extension to the 
Committee Room. 
Planning Application 
Two residents attend in connection with a planning application, and to answer any 
questions that the Council may have. 
RESPONSE: The council thanked the residents for attending and agreed that the application 
was clear and required no further clarification. 
 

091/26 Minutes  
1.  The Minutes of the Annual Meeting, held on 6th May 2026, were received and approved by the 

council and signed as a true and correct record by the Chairperson.  
2. Members received and considered Matters and Actions arising from the Minutes of previous 

meetings: some items remained ongoing. 

 

Wakes Colne Parish Council 
Working for your Parish 
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3. Members received and approved amendments to Delegation Arrangements, previously 
considered at the Annual Meeting (attached to record Minutes). 

 
092/26 Representatives’ Reports 

Members for the Rural North Ward and the Constable Division were not present. 
The Clerk asked for the report to be deferred until a future meeting. 
 

093/26 Highways 
1.  20’s Plenty: Members received and considered information about the scheme. 

It was resolved: that Wakes Colne Parish Council would sign up to the 20’s Plenty initiative. 
2.  A1124 resurfacing: Members considered reports of issues caused by ECC Highways signage & 

diversions in place during road works. Signs had been placed too late, leaving drivers 
committed to closed routes before being warned. A collaborative and closer working 
relationship between WCPC & ECC Highways, via Cllr Naylor, would be sought. 
It was resolved: that the item be considered at a future meeting and discussed further with the 
member for Constable Division. 

3.  Recycling and Waste collection: Members considered reports of unnecessary confusion to 
residents caused by unclear communications from Colchester City Council. Mediation of the 
changes to waste collections had been woeful. 
It was resolved: that the item be passed to the member for Rural North Ward. 

4.  Salt Bin Scheme: Members received and considered details of the Essex County Council Scheme 
to provide bulk salt to parish councils. Concerns over safety were noted. The closing date to join 
the scheme was 21st July 2026. 
It was resolved: that the item be considered at a future meeting. 

 
094/26 Planning 
1.  Planning Applications: 

a. Application 260854: Long Acre House, Colchester Road, Wakes Colne. 
Two single-storey side extensions and new front porch. 
It was resolved: that Wakes Colne Parish Council noted that the scheme would add additional 
massing to an already large property and would extend towards the boundaries. The 
proposal was technically within guidelines, although could be considered close to 
overdevelopment of the site. A response noting the council’s concerns would be drafted by Cllr 
Stocker. 
b. Application 260927: Wigleys Cottage, Bures Road, Wakes Colne. 
Single storey front and side extension. 
It was resolved: that Wakes Colne Parish Council had no objection to the proposal. 
c. Pylon infrastructure project. Members received and considered information on an 
application for an alternative, more northerly and westerly route across the Colne Valley for 
the Pylons. Notification of which had been received following publication of the agenda. 

  It was resolved: that the item be appraised and an objection be formulated. 
2.  Planning Appeals: none received. 
3.  Planning Decisions: none received. 
4.  Local Plan Policy PP28: Members considered follow-up communications to the developer and 

Phase 2 Planning and Development Ltd on behalf of H C Percival (Farms) Ltd. 
It was resolved: that Cllr Stocker would contact the developer for further information. 

 
095/26 Finance 
1.  Members received and approved payments as invoiced: 
  Chappel & Wakes Colne Village Hall  £33.00 
  Jim Morris     £218.75 
  Janet E Stobart FCCA    £260.00 
  JPB Landscaped Ltd    £60.00 
  Villages in Bloom: planter maintenance £250.00 

It was resolved: that the invoices be approved and paid. 
2.  Members will receive the comparison expenditure vs budget for the year to date at the  
  next meeting 

It was resolved: that the item be noted. 
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3.  Members will receive bank reconciliations at the next meeting.  
It was resolved: that the item be noted. 

4.  To approve Grant Payments:  
Chappel Parish Council     £500 
Wakes Colne & Chappel Parochial Church Council £600  
Villages in Bloom      £500 
It was resolved: that the grants be approved and paid. 

5.  Members considered a proposed annual maintenance fee for the four council owned  
  planters, two by each bus stop on the A1124, of £250 to Villages in Bloom. 

It was resolved: that the fee be approved. 
6.  Members received confirmation of receipt of refunded VAT to 31.3.2026, totalling £1,643.79. 

It was resolved: that the item be noted. 
7.  Members received confirmation of receipt of refunded VAT to 31.3.2025, totalling £1,202.37. 

It was resolved: that the item be noted. 
8.  Members received confirmation that the Zurich insurance premium for 2026-27 of £590.26 had 

been paid. 
It was resolved: that the item be noted. 

9.  To consider quotes for painting bus shelters (attached to record Minutes). 
It was resolved: that Handy King be awarded the work. 

 
096/26 Internal Audit  

Members received and considered the Internal Audit report for year-end 2025-26. The audit 
had been positive with minor points raised, such as reminders to have two signatories on 
payments, and to ensure bank statements were signed at reconciliation. 
It was resolved: that the Internal Audit report be noted. 

 
097/26 Annual Return – Governance Statement 2025-26 

The council received and considered Section 1 of the Annual Governance & Accountability 
Return (AGAR) for the year ended 31.03.2026 which had been prepared for the external auditors 
PKF Littlejohn LLP as required by the Accounts and Audit (Amendment) Regulations 2006 
(attached to record Minutes). The council was not able to agree that it had met the criteria for 
Statement 5: We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this authority and took appropriate 
steps to manage those risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or external 
insurance cover where required. The Strategic Risk Assessment had not been reviewed in 2025-
26. It had however, been reviewed and approved at the Annual Meeting held 6th May 2026. 
It was resolved: that the Governance Statement be approved with the exception of Statement 
5. The AGAR Section 1 was signed by Cllr Chillingworth and countersigned by the acting Clerk. 

 
098/26 Annual Return – Accounting Statement 2025-26  

The council received and considered Section 2 of the Annual Governance & Accountability 
Return for the year ended 31.03.2026 which had been prepared for the external auditors PKF 
Littlejohn LLP as required by the Accounts and Audit (Amendment) Regulations 2006 (attached 
to record Minutes). 
It was resolved: that the Accounting Statement be approved. Section 2 was signed by the 
Responsible Financial Officer and countersigned by Cllr Chillingworth . 

 
099/26 Annual Governance & Accountability Return Form 2 – Certificate of Exemption 2025-26  

The council received and considered Form 2 of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return 
for the year ended 31.03.2026 which had been prepared for the external auditors PKF Littlejohn 
LLP as required by the Accounts and Audit (Amendment) Regulations 2006. Wakes Colne Parish 
Council had received income of £19,309.30 and incurred expenditure of £19,950.47 in 2025-26. 
It was resolved: that the council’s Certificate of Exemption be approved. 
 

100/26 Dates of the Period for the Exercise of Public Rights 
Council received and considered the proposed dates of the Period for the Exercise of Public 
Rights as 30th June until 29th July. 
It was resolved: that the dates be approved and announced. 
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101/26 Communication & Liaison 
Members considered questions for Planning and S106 representatives scheduled to be present at 
the Colchester Association of Local Councils (CALC) meeting scheduled for 4th June 2026. S106 
funds, and flexibility between "community" and "leisure" spending categories were suggested. 
It was resolved: that the queries be put forward at the CALC meeting. 
Members received notification on the issue of continuous over-flowing and inappropriate 
depositing of household waste in the refuse bin situated outside the Village Shop.  Cllr Stocker 
is in contact with the shop owner and relevant CCC department with a view to finding a 
solution. Collections have already been increased from one to two collections per week. 
It was resolved: Cllr Stocker would continue discussions with CCC and update Chappel Parish 
Council on the situation at their next meeting.  

 
102/26 Governance 

Policy reviews, including Code of Conduct, and Financial Regulations, would be considered at a 
future meeting. 

 
103/26 Items for Consideration on a Future Agenda 

Ongoing matters would be considered. 
 
104/26 To Confirm Date & Time of Next Meeting 

Wednesday 1st July 2026 at 7:15 pm. Cllr Sunnucks had offered apologies for the July meeting. 
 
105/26 Closure of the Meeting 

The meeting closed at 21.10 hrs 
 
 
Signed: Cllr Peter Chillingworth (Chair)   Date: 1st July 2026 
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Appendix ii       
 

Matters & Actions Arising   
 

207/25 Website 
 ACTION: review published policies including 
067/26 Standing Orders and Financial Regulations 
074/26 Complaints Procedure  
075/26 Freedom of Information and Data Protection  
077/26 Employment Policies and Procedures 
 ACTION: Adopt / readopt and publish approved Policies 
 
242/25 Highways Issues 
 ACTION: Cllr Stocker to seek quotes for solar light. 
 
006/26 Matters Arising 
 ACTION: Cllr Stocker to provide technical / installation details for defibrillator at Wakes Hall. 
 
073/26 Subscriptions 
 ACTION: Join the Society of Local Council Clerks 
 
078/26 S137 Expenditure  
 ACTION: Seek advice from Internal Auditor 
 
093/26 Highways  
 ACTION: to join the 20’s Plenty scheme  
 
094/26 Planning  
4. PP28 ACTION: Cllr Stocker to contact the developer for feedback from consultation. 
1c. PLYONS Action: Cllr Stocker to formulate Wakes Colne Parish Councils objection. 
 
 


